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Issue 10 

The St. Clair Township Beacon is currently published monthly online ONLY at the township website, 
www. stclairtownship.ca - on the home page, top right black information bar, click on The Beacon. 

Those who wish to receive The Beacon as a free monthly subscription can email beacon@stclairtownship.ca   
and type the word “Subscription” in the Subject line to be put on the subscription list.   

Brigden fair 
Virtual review 

Pages 10-14 

This paddock of hungry horses, recently spotted along Plank Road, demonstrates both the right way 
and the wrong way to exercise coronavirus etiquette. As four of them belly up to the buffet with no re-
gard for social distancing, the fifth chooses to bide his time and keep his distance until the feeding fren-
zy is over.                 Bonnie Stevenson photo 

At least somebody knows how to social distance! 

See Municipal Notes, page 2 
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All regular public council meetings will be held as 
virtual, online meetings until the COVID-19 threat has 
subsided enough to allow public gatherings. However, 
the public may view the meetings online by going on-
to the township website at: www.stclairtownship.ca  
On the St. Clair Township home page, look for the 
link to the meeting top left side of the page highlight-
ed in blue. 

Upcoming meetings include: Monday, Oct. 5 at 3 
p.m. and Monday, Oct. 19 at 3 p.m. Should emergen-
cy or timely matters arise, meetings will be held as 
required. Although the municipal office is closed to 
the public, a reduced staff will be there during busi-
ness hours through the work week. Anyone wishing to 
contact the municipality can call 519-867-2021 for 
further information. 

The St. Clair Township Beacon is issued monthly by St. Clair Township 
as a public service to township residents.  Production by Bonnie Stevenson. 

 
Pay taxes and water online 

Ratepayers now have the option to pay their taxes or 
water bills online with any major credit card (Visa, Master-
card, Amex) or PayPal with PaySimply, a secure third-party 
provider. Visit the St. Clair Township website and simply 
click on ‘property taxes payment’ or ‘water payment’. 

Please allow three business days for processing. A con-
venience fee will be applied to cover payment handling and 
processing charges. 

Province gets tough with  
COVID-19 noncompliants 

 The few who still refuse to grasp the need to comply 
with the COVID-19 safety protocols may soon find them-
selves with a lot less money NS a criminal record. The 
recent provincial crack-down on those who ignore the 
rules has been prompted by an alarming increase in 
COVID-19 cases throughout the province and officials 
fear this could be the beginning of a ’second wave’ of 
virus spread.  

It has been suggested that the phase three reopening, 
which increased the limits for gatherings, both indoors 
and outdoors, and loosened limits on restaurants and 
other inside venues, may be playing a part in this in-
crease of cases. To mitigate this renewed threat, in ad-
dition to the triple safeguard of wearing a mask, good 
hand hygiene, and social distancing, the current limits 
for indoor and outdoor gatherings of any kind has been 
reduced again; they allow a maximum of 10 people for 
indoor gatherings and 25 people for outdoor gatherings. 
The new limits for indoor and outdoor gatherings cannot 
be combined to form a new capacity limit. 

However, ‘monitored’ gatherings held at a place op-
erated by a business or organization in accordance with 
O. Reg. 364/20 (i.e. movies, convention centres, restau-
rants, gyms, sports or performing arts events) are al-
ready mandated to follow very specific public health and 
safety guidelines to minimize risk and limit any spread of 
the coronavirus. 

Authorized enforcement officers are now able to fine 
an individual guilty of noncompliance up to $100,000 or 
one year in prison. Companies and corporations face 
much stiffer fines of up to $500,000. 

During council’s review of the new measures, Mayor 
Steve Arnold said, “They’re very, very serious in regards 
to what they’re asking people to do. 

For the latest information and updates regarding 
COVID-19, go online to covid-19.ontario.ca  

Polling group presents 
community survey results 

Probe Research Inc. representative Curtis Brown at-
tended the virtual Sept. 8 meeting of council to review 
findings of a survey conducted by his company this past 
summer. The survey measured citizen satisfaction with 
township services and spending priorities, and also gath-
ered feedback regarding a proposed new waste collec-
tion system. This survey was driven by the new Ontario 
Asset Management regulations which require community 

input into the township’s core asset management plan. 
The company made telephone contact with a diverse 

group of township residents, conducting 301 interviews in a 
number of categories. “We called land lines and cell 
phones to get a good cross-section of citizens,” said Mr. 
Brown. The survey subjects were asked their date of birth 
to ensure they were within the required age group of 18 
and over. He added, “We also had an online survey which 
was open to everyone in the township. We made that avail-
able on the township’s website for three weeks, from July 
9-31. We had 159 people altogether who responded.”  

Mr. Brown explained the survey was used to gather sci-
entifically relevant information that was used to get an 
overall citizen impression of community concerns. The top 
five concerns for most respondents included, in order of 
importance: economic issues; flooding and high-water lev-
els; COVID-19 and road condition and repairs; and cell/
Internet service. Mr. Brown noted the high-water levels 
and cell and Internet services were more likely to be men-
tioned by people in Ward 2 than by those in Ward 1. Sec-
ondary concerns included, in order of importance: munici-
pal services in general; taxation; environment; and parks 
and recreation. “Overall, the news is pretty good,” said 
Mr. Brown. “The number of people who are dissatisfied 
was extremely low.” 

 Areas of high satisfaction included: household drinking 
water; waste and recycling collection; snow removal; traf-
fic lights and road signage; street lighting; road mainte-
nance; drainage/stormwater; sidewalks and walking trails; 
bridge maintenance; and the collection and treatment of 
waste water. When asked what services the township could 
improve on, Mr. Brown said street and road maintenance 
was the mentioned most frequently. 

Inquiries into the use of taxes indicate nearly three-
quarters of respondents believe they receive at least good 
value for their tax dollars. “One quarter said they were 
getting excellent value and half said they were getting 
good value… if you’re happy with the services you’re being 
provided then you’re also likely to see that you’re getting 
good value,” said Mr. Brown. 

See page 3 
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Mayor Arnold clarified that the township does not keep 
all of the taxes collected through the year. “The township 
actually only keeps about 28 per cent of the tax bill. For 
the average between $1,000 to $1,500 per resident, they 
get tremendous value from the township assets and work 
compared to the overall tax bill of $4,000 to $5,000 dol-
lars. It’s very important to make sure everything gets put 
into perspective,” he said. “We need to make sure that 
people understand the value and the money that’s being 
spent, and what stays here locally.” 

The survey also asked about the township’s overall 
spending approach. “We see a pretty even split here,” 
said Mr. Brown. The survey indicated 40 per cent of re-
spondents would be happy to maintain taxes at the same 
level even if it meant decreasing service levels slightly, 
and 42 per cent would accept a slight increase in taxes to 
maintain services. Only five per cent would accept a cut 
in services if there was a decrease in taxes; six per cent 
would accept increased taxes to get enhanced services, 
and seven per cent were unsure. The highest spending 
priority most often chosen was household drinking water, 
followed by street and road maintenance.   

When the survey asked about community satisfaction 
with the way the township interacts with its citizens, 
about one in five said they had contacted the township 
about something in the last 12 months. “The satisfaction 
level wasn’t the greatest. It was just about half on the six-
point scale,” said Mr. Brown.  

The survey also covered how people were finding out 
what’s happening in the township, about services, activi-
ties and programs. “The Beacon, the newsletter, we found 
really was the main one…older residents are most likely to 
read it,” said Mr. Brown. “Younger residents were most 
likely to pick another option, getting their information 
from the township website, and one in five getting infor-
mation from the local paper.” The Beacon garnered 64 per 
cent of the survey response, with the township website at 
24 per cent, newspaper at 17 per cent, and other commu-
nication instruments such as Facebook (10%), word of 
mouth (10%), radio/television (7%), signs and Twitter (1%) 
mentioned as well. 

“We also wanted to gauge how well people feel they’re 
being kept informed about what’s happening and only 
about two-thirds feel that the township is doing a good 
job,” said Mr. Brown. Those who said they didn’t feel well
-informed gave varying reasons why they felt that way. He 
added when people who answered “fair” or “poor” were 
asked the reason for their response, some said they were-
n’t getting enough information, there were too few 
sources to get it from, or the information they’re getting 
wasn’t consistent, wasn’t relevant, or was out of date. 

When asked questions about waste collection, respond-
ents were asked how they felt about the new cart system 
the township is considering. (The cart system would in-
volve the use of rolling carts which could be lifted and 
dumped into a collection truck.) The survey revealed 
slightly more than half the respondents would support the 
new system. Pricing options for the carts were also ex-
plored. Option one would involve a one-time fee of $250 
per large cart, $150 per medium cart, and $75 per small 
cart. Option two would involve an annual fee of $75 per 
large cart, $50 per medium cart, and $25 per small cart.  
Back-up generators approved for water supply 

Back-up generators for the Brigden, Mooretown, and 
Wilkesport water supplies were approved by council at the 
Sept. 21 meeting. The generators will ensure these com-
munities will have a dependable source of drinking water 
in the event of a power outage. 

Challenging season begins for 
Mooretown Minor Hockey 

Mooretown Minor Hockey (MMH) representative Geoff 
Dale attended the Sept. 8 virtual meeting of council via 
Zoom to present the organization’s concerns regarding 
some of the COVID-19 measures that have been developed 
for the operation of the Moore Sports Complex. The “no 
spectator” rule and the 50-person limit were discussed, as 
they affect the ability of a parent to accompany younger 
players to their games. Citing liability concerns for MMH, 
Mr. Dale pointed out that the five- and six-year-olds 
should not just be dropped off at the rink. They need the 
supervision of a parent because there aren’t enough MMH 
personnel to take care of them. He also said the MMH re-
quires more hours of ice time than have been allotted to 
the four user groups that must use only Rink 1. 

However, council agreed stepping outside regulations 
that have been enacted to prevent the spread of the coro-
navirus would be counter-productive. Council and staff 
agreed that opening the Moore Sports Complex too fast by 
ignoring the regulations would lead to the reclosing of the 
facility, an unfortunate occurrence that has taken place at 
other facilities. “Staff have to be comfortable before we 
put anything else in place,” said Mayor Arnold. “We’re 
dealing with a serious disease here.” 

Staff member Sue Knight agreed it would be wise to 
wait for two weeks until the next meeting of council to 
see if the current safety measures work effectively. 

Spectator Limit Set: At the Sept. 21 virtual meeting 
of council, a limit of one spectator per participant was 
approved beginning on Oct. 3. According to Kendall 
Lindsay, Director of Community Services, allowing one 
spectator per skater or hockey player would allow one 
parent to accompany each young player who needs  off
-ice supervision and assistance. The limit would also 
allow for adequate social distancing and would be 
within provincially mandated protocols. The Oct. 3 
starting date was chosen to allow two weeks in which 
Moore teams and user groups could be acquainted with 
the COVID-19 protocols to be observed within the facil-
ity. 

Need for more crossing guards discussed 
Now that children are back to school, the need to im-

prove safety at certain road crossings was brought to the 
attention of council by group of concerned parents. Rep-
resenting the parents via a virtual deputation by parent 
Monique Desabrais, several subjects of concern were high-
lighted, including: the crosswalk at Bentinck Drive and 
Clairwood Crescent and a possible crossing guard for that 
location; location of courtesy seat pick-up areas, where 
seating is limited; and a request for funding assistance to 
bus students who have special or negative circumstances 
such as safety concerns or those who are too young or not 
able to walk to school if they live outside of the 1.6 km 
bussing limit. 

Mayor Arnold pointed out that the school boards need 
to be contacted with busing concerns. At the Sept. 21 
meeting of council, the need for a crossing guard at the 
corner of Albert and Cameron Streets was also discussed.  
A staff report will be prduced and forwarded to the school 
boards for consideration. 

 Fireworks by-law amended 
The township’s fireworks by-law was amended to al-

low a seven day window for the use of fireworks on or 
around Victoria Day, Canada Day, and the Civic Holiday 
(three days before and three after the actual day). Ven-
dors of fireworks will be safety-checked by the township 
fire department and given information for distribution to 
buyers. Complete information will be put online at the St. 
Clair Township Fire Department Facebook page. 

~  ~  ~    

Community survey results 
  presented 

 
From page 2 
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Public Works/Roads…519-867-2993 

Engineering……..519-867-2125 

Website…… www.stclairtownship.ca  

Water Utility……………519-867-2128 

Fax………………519-867-3886 

 Civic Centre, 1155 Emily Street, Mooretown  

After hours emergency 
~ 519-344-9318 ~ 

 Water utility appointments 
require 48 hours notification 

 

Please be advised that the Holt Line bridge over 
the Sydenham River and the Pretty Road bridge over 
Black Creek will be closed until rehabilitation can 
commence in 2020. Please find alternate routes. 

Bridge closures 

 

 Sewer main flushing 

The St. Clair Township Works Department will be 
continuing to observe COVID-19 guidelines regarding 
social distancing for the well-being of employees and 
the public. 

Residents will still be able to call for assistance or 
information. Public Works staff have resumed work 
that requires entry into a premise, however precau-
tions will be taken such as pre-screening residents, 
masks will be worn by staff and 6 feet distance will be 
maintained between the employee and resident.  

Please be patient during this emergency. The 
health and safety of the community will be the priori-
ty for all St. Clair Township staff. 

 

Public Works will be flushing sewer mains con-
nected to the St. Clair Township sewer system, 
during the hours of: 

 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
May 2020 – Fall 2020 

 
For current areas affected, refer to: 

stclairtownship.ca 
During this maintenance procedure, you may 

notice some gurgling noises in your drains. 
 
If conditions persist after 24-48 hours of normal 

use, please notify Public Works at 519-867-2993. 

COVID-19 measures in effect 

Sandbags and 
sand  

available,  
see page 5  

To help ensure collection crews remain 
healthy, all waste (this does not apply to recy-
cling and yard waste) should be bagged and 
securely tied.  Loose garbage bags or garbage 
bags in cans at the curb will not be collected if 
they are not tied.  Maximum weight per bag is 
50 lbs.    

As a reminder, ashes (i.e. cigarette butts, 
cigars and fire pit ash) need to be separately 
sealed in a bag and placed in waste.  Please 
ensure these items are completely extin-
guished before placing in the garbage.  

As well, napkins, paper towels and tissues 
are NOT recyclable. 

Waste collection - 
 reminders to avoid 
missed collection 

 

The Recycle Coach app is used by St. Clair Township 
to stay connected with its residents, who are reminded 
to download the Smartphone app or access their web 
app online. 

It is now equipped with the Ask Milo “What Goes 
Where?” search engine on the township website and on 
the Recycle Coach app. Residents can search for infor-
mation regarding where to properly dispose their 
items. 

What Goes Where? app feature 

 

Crossing guard 
October 2020  

 
The Township of St. Clair requires a crossing 

guard to assist school children crossing in Corun-
na.  The work involves one hour in the morning 
and one hour in the afternoon on school days.  
The current compensation is $33.05 per day.   

Please send applications to 
stclairpw@stclairtownship.ca with ‘crossing 
guard’ in the subject line or drop off application 
in secure drop box at St. Clair Township Civic 
Centre. 

St. Clair Township By-Law 8 of 2020 re-
quires at least 48 hours notice in advance of 
scheduling appointments with the Public 
Works Department, to avoid service fees. 

mailto:publicworks@twp.stclair.on.ca
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St. Clair Township Council has approved emergency relief, free of 
charge, to residents of the township that are affected by the cur-
rent flooding / high lake levels. 

 
Sandbags and sand will be provided as follows: 
 
A pile of bulk sand is located in the gravel parking lot 
at the south end of Brander Park, 4555 St. Clair Parkway.  
 
Please access the site from the driveway off Brander Park Road. 
 
Empty sandbags will be available at this same site (next to sand pile) and will be stored inside a 

small storage bin.  Residents may take up to a maximum of 500 per residential property and 
1500 per commercial/industrial property. 

 
Residents must fill and transport their own bags. Please bring a shovel. 
 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, this site will not be staffed.  

 
Township staff will not provide further service.  
We do not fill, transport or remove sandbags. 

Sandbags and sand available 

Fall Yard Waste/Brush Collection 
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2020 Hazardous waste collections  

The Household Hazardous Waste Collection program resumed in June at the Clean Harbors Lambton facility at 
4090 Telfer Road off Petrolia Line in St. Clair Township. The final two collection days for 2020 is planned for Satur-
days from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Oct. 17 and 31.  

Corrosive items including batteries, drain and oven cleaners, as well as toxic, reactive, and flammable materials 
will be accepted. Items that will NOT be accepted include: PCBs, commercial, industrial, or radioactive wastes, 
electronics, and explosives such as flares and ammunition. 

This program is offered in partnership between Lambton County and Clean Harbors 
Canada Inc. For more information, visit the County of Lambton website at: lamb-
tononline.ca or call 519-845-0809, ext. 5370, or email: matt.deline@county-
lambton.on.ca. 

• COVID-19 precautions will be observed as follows: Package materials in disposable 
    containers (ie. Cardboard boxes). They will not be returned. 

• Place materials in truck or back of vehicle to maximize distancing for event staff. 

Please observe COVID-19 safety measures with masks and social distancing. 
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 Bear Creek Cemetery Company 
Bear Creek Cemetery has submitted by-laws to the Registrar of the Funeral, Burial, and Cremation Services Act, 2002. Any 

interested parties may contact Russell Marsh at 519-331-1798 for information or to make copies. By-laws or amendments may be 
reviewed or copied at 3393 Telfer Road, Mooretown, Ontario. These by-laws are subject to the approval of the Registrar, Funeral, 
Burial, and Cremation Services Act, 2002. Contact can be made by telephone to: Bereavement Authority of Ontario, 647-483-2645 
or 1-844-493-6356. 

Kailyn Shepley photo 

Our Glorious Autumn 
By Laurie Mason 

with excerpts from Life in the Woods, 1864 

A detailed account of life in the former Moore Township in the early to mid 19th century is provided by John C. 
Geikie in his book Adventures in Canada; or, Life in the Woods [1882. Originally published in 1864 as George Stanley: 
or, Life in the Woods: A Boy’s Narrative of the Adventures of a Settler’s Family in Canada]. The following excerpts 
paint a picture of fall: 

 
“The weather in the fall was delightful – better, I think, than in any other season of the year. Getting its name 

from the beginning of the fall of the leaves, this season lasts on ‘til winter pushes it aside. Day after day was bright 
and almost cloudless, and the heat had passed into a balmy mildness, which made the very feeling of being alive a 
pleasure. Every thing combined to make the landscape beautiful. The great resplendent river, flowing so softly it 
seemed scarce to move – its bosom a broad sheet of molten silver, on which clouds, and sky, and white sails, and 
even the further banks, with the houses, and fields, and woods, far back from the water, were painted as in a magic 
mirror – was a beautiful sight, of which we never tired; like the swans in St. Mary’s Loch, which, Wordsworth says, 
“float double, swan and shadow,” we had ships in as well as on the waters; and not a branch, not twig, nor leaf of 
the great trees, nor of the bushes, nor a touch in the open landscape, was wanting as we paddled along the shores, or 
looked across... 

By the beginning of September, the first frosts had touched the trees, and the change of color in the leaves at 
once set in. It is only when this has taken place that the forests put on their greatest beauty; though, indeed, a feel-
ing of sadness was always associated with these autumnal splendors, connected as they are, like the last colours of 
the dolphin, with thoughts of decay and death. With each day, after the change had commenced, the beauty in-
creased. Each kind of tree -- the oak, the elm, the beech, the ash, the birch, the walnut, and, above all, the maple – 
had its own hue, and every hue was lovely. Then there were the solemn pines, and tamaracks, and cedars, setting off 
the charms of their gayer brethren by their sober green, which at a distance looked almost black. The maple-leaf, the 
first to color, remained, throughout, the most beautiful, in its golden yellow and crimson. No wonder it has become 
to Canada what the shamrock is to Ireland, or the rose and the thistle, to England and Scotland. 

The woods look finest, I think, when the tints are just beginning, and green, yellow, and scarlet are mingled in 
every shade of transition. But what sheets of golden flame they became after a time! Then every leaf had something 
of its own in which it differed from all others. Yonder, the colors blended together into pink of the brightest tint; 
then came a dash of lilac and blue, and, away by itself, a clump rose, like an islet, of glowing red gold. Lofty trees, 
and humble undergrowth, and climbing creepers – all alike owned the magic influence, and decked the landscape 
with every tint that can be borrowed from the light, till the whole looked like the scenery of some fairy tale. 
(reference pages 101 – 103 in Life In the Woods) 

“We had a great deal of fun when our orchard got up a little, 
and when we were able to trade with our neighbors for fruit, in 
what they used to call “apple-paring bees.” The young folks of both 
sexes were invited for a given evening in the autumn, and came 
duly provided with apple-parers, which are ingenious contrivances, 
by which an apple, stuck on two prongs at one end, is pared by a 
few turns of the handle at the other. It is astonishing to see how 
quickly it is done. Nor is the paring all. The little machine makes a 
final thrust through the heart of the apple, and takes out the core, 
so as to leave nothing to do but to cut what remains in pieces. The 
object of all this paring is to get apples enough dried for tarts dur-
ing winter, the pieces when cut being threaded in long strings, and 
hung up till they shrivel and get a leather-like look. When wanted 
for use, a little boiling makes them swell to their original size 
again, and bring back their softness. You may imagine how plentiful 
the fruit must be to make such a liberal use of it possible, as that 
which you see all through Canada. You can hardly go into any house 
in the bush, however poor, without having a large bowl of “apple 
sass” set before you – that is, of apple boiled in maple sugar. The 
young folks make a grand night of it when the “bee” comes off. 
The laughing and frolic is unbounded; some are busy with their 
sweethearts; some, of a grosser mind, are no less busy with the applies, devouring a large proportion of what they 
pare; and the whole proceedings, in many cases, wind up with a dance on the barn-floor.”  (reference pages 326 to 
327 in Life in the Woods). 

 This apple parer from the Moore Museum collec-
tion was manufactured by Hudson and is marked 
Little Star. It was patented June 9, 1885. 
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Moore Museum seeks information about history of former Moore Twp. schools 

Did you attend a school in the former Moore Township prior to 1963? 
Moore Museum is developing another virtual exhibit for our website, this one featuring brief histories and photos 

of the schools in the former Moore Township prior to centralization in 1963.  There were 19 school sections in Moore, 
four of which were union schools – two shared with Sombra Township and two with Sarnia Township.  The map, 
shown above, indicates the location of these schools. 

If you have information on the history of any of these schools, or photos (or scans of photos) that you would be 
willing to share with us, we’d love to hear from you. We would appreciate details about any school in the township, 
but especially School Sections #6, #13 and #19 Moore, as our research files contain some information for most of the 
school sections in the township, but we have no information at all for those three. Information can be sent to 
lmason@stclairtownship.ca.  We look forward to hearing from you!     
Connect with Moore Museum 

We want to hear from you. Please follow the link on the home page of www.mooremuseum.ca to our online sur-
vey.  We very much appreciate input from our community and, as a thanks for your assistance, survey respondents 
will be entered in a draw (to be held on November 13, 2020) to win a 2021 family membership and $25 gift shop gift 
certificate. In addition to our website and our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/mooremuseum, we are now also 
on Instagram @mooremuseum so you can watch for news from Moore Museum. 

 ~Laurie Mason, curator, Moore Museum  

mailto:lmason@stclairtownship.ca
http://www.facebook.com/mooremuseum
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Photos 
still 

being sought 
 
The Port Lambton 200th 

Committee is seeking photo-
graphs and information that 
will help illuminate the area’s 
heritage. To donate, please 
email the Port Lambton 200th 
Anniversary Historical Com-
mittee at portlambtonhisto-
ry@gmail.com or    contact 
Kailyn at the Sombra Museum,  

sombramuseum 
@hotmail.com  

Working in a museum, we tend to be concerned about docu-
menting and preserving the past, but right now we are living 
through an event that is unlike any we have experienced in the 
last century, if ever before, so the focus is very much on the pre-
sent. So often, when looking through the archives we get very 
excited to find the shortest photo caption, post card, note, or on 
rare occasions, a diary recording daily life.  

Looking for local accounts of the 1919 Spanish Flu pandemic 
and finding very little from the local perspective, we realized 
that we need our St. Clair Township residents to help us record 
and preserve memories of the present time for future genera-
tions. What is going on day-to-day in Sombra, Wilkesport, Port 
Lambton, Mooretown, Lambton County, Canada, and elsewhere 
in the world? 
Information we hope you will share includes: 

* Shopping conditions and how they changed over time. 
* Adapting to working at home, and any challenges or 
 creative solut ions that were needed. 
* Financial challenges. 
* Feelings caused by the outbreak and thoughts about social 

 distancing. 
* Keeping children occupied during self-isolation. 
* Keeping adults occupied during self-isolation. 
* What new or newly rediscovered hobbies or crafts were 

 taken up . 

* Stories from workers on the front lines and staffing essential 
 services. 

* Struggles of family members or friends infected with the 
 virus. 

* Stories of everyday heroes, i.e. people helping neighbours 
 during self-isolation or people accepting inconveniences 
 for the greater good. 

* How daily life and routines have changed. 
* For those who lived through the Great Depression, World 

 War II, etc., are there similarities to those experiences? 
* How social media and technology is impacting life in social 

 isolation (using technology for the first time, using it   
 differently). 

Photos, videos, drawings, anecdotes, a few jotted thoughts - 
we want  all the  family-friendly material you feel comfortable 
sharing (no explicit material). 

Submissions can be sent by email to:  
 sombramuseum@hotmail.com with the subject line 

"COVID-19 History Snapshot". 
Please share this request for community life memories with 

as many people as possible. We encourage everyone to docu-
ment this time, if not to share publicly, then for yourself and 
your family to look back and reflect on in years to come. 

Take care and be well. 
~Kailyn Shepley, curator, Sombra Museum 

Sombra Museum seeks information to document COVID-19 era 
 

Jean Collective goal is to 
attract women into politics 
 
The goal of the Jean Collective, a new Women in Politics 

initiative, is to attract more women into the political arena. 
Organizer Helen Cole, who ran for office in St. Thomas in 

1991, says, “There is no question that running for council 
was one of the best decisions of my life.” 

The group held its first panel discussion on Sept. 24 with 
panel members Councillor Tracy Kingston (St. Clair Town-
ship), Deputy Mayor Judy Krall (Enniskillen Township), and 
Anne Marie Gillis, (former councillor for the City of Sarnia). 

The panel discussion, held online as a ZOOM event, ad-

dressed the joys and challenges of a woman’s life in poli-
tics. 

St. Clair Township Councillor Tracy Kingston says the 
discussion went well and many noteworthy points were 
made. 

Ms. Cole says the Jean Collective is aimed at women who 
may feel they aren’t ready to enter politics or who feel they 
need help getting started. “If you want an understanding 
ear or someone to bounce ideas around, we are here for 
you,” she said. “Join us to learn more about our education 
program. 

The next virtual ZOOM meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, Oct. 21. 

For more information, go online to: helencole@start.ca  
or www.eventbrite.com/o/the-jean-collective-29056998091 
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Welcome to the virtual brigden fair review! 

 

Dignitaries line up to enjoy, and bring greetings to, the Brigden Fair opening ceremonies. 

Continued on page 11 

Aerial view of evening on the  Brigden Fair midway - A Devon & Taylor Maw photo 
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You could win two adult passes to your choice of a 
Moore Agricultural Society event by answering 
these Brigden Fair-related trivia questions cor-

rectly. When you have completed these questions, 
please send your answers to 
homecraft@brigdenfair.ca   

Answers to these questions and the winner will be 
announced in the November Beacon.  

 Contest closes October 19, 2020. 
 

1)  What was the name of the tavern where Moore Agricultural   
 Society (MAS) started in 1850? 

 a. Balmoral   b.  Reilly’s   c.  Basswood 

2)  Moore Agricultural Society once owned a breeding stallion.  
What was his name? 

  a. Lucky Boy  b.  Big Ben  c.  Golden Gift 

3)  What breed of heavy horse was he?  

a. Belgian  b.  Clydesdale  c.  Percheron 

4)  In 1889, 15 acres were purchased in Brigden by some businessmen for 
the fair to have a permanent location.  What was the purchase 
price?  

$1,000  b.  $2,500  c.  $5,000 

5)  What date did the women volunteers organize and become a division 
of MAS with their own executive? 

a. 1958   b.  1960  c.  1965  

6)  When was the first Queen of the Fair contest held at Brigden Fair? And 
who won? 

7)  Which year was the title Queen of the Fair changed to Ambassador of the Fair to include males? 

8)  When was the exhibition hall built?    

a. 1978   b.  1979  c.  1984 

9)  An addition including new washrooms was completed on the Exhibition Hall in what 
year?   

a. 1986    b.  1990  c.  1996 

10)  What is the official name of the Statue that is nicknamed the “Ploughman”?  

 a. Farmer Bob     b. Early Morning Down on the Farm     c. Harvest in the Country 

11)  What is another nickname given to the Ploughman statue that Muriel McCallum   
hated? 

a. Big Bill  b.  Farmer Jack  c.  Brigden Bob 

12)  The Ploughman became the property of MAS in 1987. Who was the artist? 

a. John David  b.  Bill Smith  c.  Bill David 

13)  Brigden Fair became a three-day fair in which year?  

a. 1960  b. 1970  c.  1973 

14)  Who was the first woman President of the Moore Agricultural Society?   

15)  In what year did Brigden Fair become a four-day fair?   

a. 1980   b.  1985  c.  1990 

16) What was the name of the official Brigden Fair office cat?  

Crowds gather on a cool Thanksgiving weekend to 
take in a show at the Brigden Fair. 

Brigden Fair volunteer 
helps student visitor to 
Agriculture In the Class-

room use an old-
fashioned planting tool. 

 Past Brigden Fair Ambassadors 

Continued on page 12 

From page 10 

mailto:homecraft@brigdenfair.ca
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a. Puddles b.  Bridget  c.  Queenie 

17) In what year did MAS purchase its 

  first computer? 

a. 1980   b.  1987  c.  1992 

18) When was the first tractor pull held at the 

 Brigden Fairgrounds? 

 a. 1980 b.  1984 c.  1987  

19) When did the pilot project “Agriculture in 
the Classroom” start?  

 a. 1985 b.  1987  c.  1990 

20)  What structure was built n 1988-89, from a legacy left by Bill Moore? 

a. Junior building  b. Main entry gates  c. Coliseum 

21)   How did John Ford Trucking spread the word across Ontario about 
Brigden Fair?   

22)  Which building lost its roof /covering during a wind storm in the late 
70’s early 80’s? 

a. administration building    b. cattle Barn  c. poultry barn 

23)  How much was the fair secretary paid in 1913? 

 a. $20/year  b.  $30/year  c.  $50/year 

24)  How much was the fair secretary paid in 1949? 

 a. $100/year b.  $200/year
  c.     $300/year 

25) Which Brigden Fair Ambassador was 
chosen as part of a Canadian National Ex-
hibition Ambassador Court? And in what 
year? 

a. Jessica Robinson Riedl   b.Katie O’Brien
  c. Jory Fulcher 

26)  Four individuals have been President of both the Homecraft and Main Board 
 Divisions.  Can you name at least 2 of them? 

27)  What is the name of the clown that has been part of over 100 parades at 
 Brigden Fair? 

a. Howdy Dowdy  b.  Windy  c.  Brigden Billy 

28)  Who is the midway provider at Brigden Fair? 

29) What is Mayor Steve Arnold’s favourite piece of pie from the Ladies Fair 
Kitchen on fair weekend? 

a. Pecan  b.  Lemon  c.  Pumpkin 

30) How many volunteers does it take to ensure success at the Brigden Fair? 

 

The familiar Brigden Fair 
clown greets spectators along 
the annual fair parade route. 

Continued from page 11 

The Brigden Fair kitchen turns out food 
that is always a hit with fair-goers. The 

secret to the fine quality of those edibles 
lies in the fine quality of the kitchen 

staff. 

Excited midway crowds add to the exciting atmosphere 
of the Brigden Fair. 

Continued on page 13 



Brigden Fair / Moore Agricultural Society fundraiser supports fair and offers jackpot 

The gloomy prospect of having no 
community fall fairs this year has 
prompted the Canadian Association of 
Fairs and Exhibitions to launch an online 
50/50 draw to raise funds that will bene-
fit the organizations that operate these 
events. The Moore Agricultural Society 
(Brigden Fair) is one of the organizations 
participating in the CAFÉ Online 50/50 
draw. 

 Those wishing to support the fair can 
simply buy a numbered ticket good for a 
whole year. At the time of purchase, 
you will be able to tell the purchase 
agent that you would like to support 
the Moore Agricultural Society (Brigden 
Fair). 

With the ticket, you can play your 
number every week and if you win, the 
“pot” for that week will be split be-
tween you and the Brigden Fair. If you 
do not want to play your number on any 
given week and your number is drawn, 

the money from that draw will be added 
to the next week’s ‘pot’and for every $2 
ticket purchased in support of the 
Brigden Fair, the fair will receive 80 
cents whether the purchaser wins the 
pot or not. 

This is the first of the ideas the MAS 
board of directors is working on. MAS 
Home Craft President Michelle Evanitski 
says other ideas are being considered. 
“The board of directors has some ideas 
in the works for activities and events 
both online and in-person, and we hope 
we can count on community support 
when we announce these plans,” she 
said. 

 
 

For more information or to get tick-
ets, go online to: 

https://cafe.thelottofactory.com/  
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Submitted photo 

Tickets for Brigden Fair Quilt Draw on sale now! 

 
Tickets for this year’s Brigden Fair quilt, left, will be sold by any member of 

the Brigden Fair Homecraft Division or purchase through e-transfer. Email 
quiltraffle@brigdenfair.ca to tell us how many tickets you want to purchase, 
including names and contact information for the tickets. The cost is $2 per 
ticket or three for $5, and can also be purchased in larger quantities. 

This gorgeous, handmade quilt was lovingly created by members of the 
Homecraft Division. 

Malcolm Rogers, President 
Moore Agricultural Society 

Home of the Brigden Fair 

Moore Agricultural Society President’s summer report 
Where has the summer gone? 
This is a question many of us, thinking we had very little to do when the pandemic and self-isolation hit, are now 

asking ourselves. Despite it all, the last long weekend of summer has suddenly come and gone. In spite, or to spite, 
all of our hopes, it has flown by. 

At this time of the year, Moore Agricultural Society is usually going into high gear to prepare for an upcoming fair, 
but not this year. All we can do is continue to prepare for next year, and that is what the Board of Directors are do-
ing. 

As you may have noticed, there is a lot of fill material being brought into the fair grounds. This material has been 
donated by Cope Construction, and the machines being used to level that top soil are also from Cope Construction. 
We have had the pleasure of working with Cope in the past and have enjoyed a great relationship with this local com-
pany. We appreciate that it has helped shape Lambton County, the Chemical Valley, and the City of Sarnia, having 
worked in this area since the 1890’s. Projects Cope has been involved with include the first phase of Highway 402, the 
Highway 40 relocation, and numerous others; now they are helping us to reshape our precious Brigden fairgrounds. 
MAS would like to extend a big “Thank You” to COPE Construction. 

We apologize to our neighbours for any dust that has been blowing around due to the dry weather and to the 
trucks delivering the fill material. Once all of this work is complete, the areas will all be seeded and the dust should 
be a thing of the past. 

Other projects that we anticipate completing this year include: re-aligning at least one of our interior roads; put-
ting a new trussed-steel roof over the main office; and doing some much-needed repairs to the Ploughman’s Kitchen 
sewer and roof. These are necessary repairs that can be completed while we have very little activity around the fair-
grounds. 

The board members of Moore Agricultural Society have been meeting on a regular basis (virtual for a time and now 
in person) in order to ensure that we all know what is happening and that we are all pulling in the same direction. 
We are all looking forward to next year’s fair being as big and exciting as we have ever had. All of our buildings will 
be in pristine condition and ready to welcome all fair patrons. We are looking forward to seeing each and every one of 
you at the 2021 BRIGDEN FAIR. 

Stay safe and stay healthy.      
 

 

Continued from page 12 

Continued on page 14 
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Find The Beacon online 
No matter where you are, you can read The Beacon.  

Back issues are also available online.  
Go to the St. Clair Township website: www.stclairtownship.ca  home page,  

click on The Beacon on the black, top right corner information bar (top right)  
Email: beacon@stclairtownship.ca  to subscribe—FREE!  
Just type the word ‘Subscription’ in the Subject line  

 

 The Early ON Child and Family Centres Sarnia-
Lambton is a free family drop-in program operated by Sombra 
Township Child Care Inc. for families with children ages 0 to 6. 

Best Start Hub - Riverview Central School  
3926 St. Clair Parkway, Port Lambton, 519-892-3151  

Hours of Operation: 
Tuesday, & Thursday: 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Best Start Hub - St. Joseph’s School, Corunna  
535 Birchbank Drive, Corunna , 519-862-5071, ext. 224  

Hours of Operation: Monday: 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

& 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Friday: 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Brigden United Church, 
2420 Jane Street, Brigden 

519-892-3151 
Hours of Operation: Friday: 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

For a complete listing of hours and parent/caregiver 
workshops, go online to:  www.ontarioearlyyears.ca . 

EarlyON Child and Family Centres 

 

Continued from page 13 

I have absolutely loved being the 2019-2020 Brigden Fair 

Ambassador. From the amazing volunteers, visitors and lots 

of other wonderful people, it has been lovely to meet and 

spend time with everyone along the way! Due to Covid-19 

cancelling this year's fair, I will be remaining the Brigden 

Fair Ambassador for another year (2019-2021).  

I am honoured to be invited to stay on as ambassador for 

another year, and I look forward to whatever this new year 

has in store! 

Thank you to the amazing people who have helped me 

grow into my role as an ambassador, and for all the love 

and support I have received over the last year.  

I look forward to when we can all gather together again.. 
Melody Riedl 

Brigden Fair Ambassador 

2019 - 2021 

2019-2021 Ambassador Melody 
Riedl clowning around with 
Windy. 

Second Term for Brigden Fair Ambassador 

FOSCR photo 

contest 

yielding proof 

of river 

improvement 

As the Friends of the St. Clair River photo contest comes to an end, FOSCR President 
Craig Griffiths says the results are encouraging. “We are getting some really beautiful 
photos,” he said. “They really illustrate how the environmental health of the river has 
improved over the past 30 years. 

Entries from the photo contest, which ended on Sept. 26, have been displayed on the 
FOSCR website. Mr. Griffiths notes the photos show how much the river has changed for 
the better since the 1970s and 80s when 14 Beneficial Use Impairments (BUIs) were iden-
tified as areas of environmental challenges caused by pollution and degraded environ-
mental quality. 

“The river had a number of BUIs that had to be addressed,” he said. “Spills to the riv-
er were frequent, habitat was lost to development and agriculture, and the use of the 
river for swimming and fishing was compromised.” Since that time, eight are now consid-
ered “not impaired”. As a result, beaches are cleaner, local species of fish and wildlife 
are rebounding, and the river’s aesthetic beauty has greatly improved. 
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The Sarnia-Lambton Children’s Aid Society has 
launched the Kids Matter campaign. Its purpose is to 
ensure there are enough homes “so all children and 
young people can remain in their communities and with 
families. The campaign goal is to find 20 new foster 
homes in 2020 - 10 for teens and 10 for tots. The CAS 
will welcome people and homes that represent the di-
versity of their communities all around Lambton Coun-
ty and Sarnia and the children/young people served by 
the Sarnia-Lambton Children’s Aid Society. 

Anyone interested in providing a foster home for 
children and young people can contact the CAS at 519-

336-0623. For more information about the Kids Matter 
campaign, please contact Executive Director Dawn Fle-
gel at 519-336-0623, ext. 255, or text 519-384-3984, or 
email dflegel@slcas.on.ca  

Children’s Aid Society ensures that “Kids Matter” 

 
The following sessions are being offered at the Rapids 

Family Health Team clinic located in the Shell Health Cen-
tre, 233 Cameron Street, Corunna. There is no charge for 
participation and all classes are open to the public – no phy-
sician referral required. You must register to participate. 
Please note space is limited. 

For more information go to www.rapidsfhteam.ca or to 
register call 519-339-8949 and speak to reception.  

 
Healthy Eating and YOU 

A series of four sessions, each lasting two hours.  The 
aim of the program is to help you make permanent lifestyle 
changes; this is not a “diet” program.  You will set your own 
healthy eating and physical activity goals, and learn how to 
make plans for achieving them.  Some topics that will be 
discussed include:  

Carbohydrates, protein and fats (the good and the 
bad) 

Physical activity: What types and amounts are benefi-
cial 

Emotional eating strategies 

Sensible portions and portion control strategies 

Group discussions will help you learn from others ex-

periences. 
This four-week series is planned for Wednesdays begin-

ning Oct. 7 from 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
 

FREE Cooking Classes: Love Your Heart – Eat Smart! 
 These classes focus on nutrition advice to reduce your 

risk of developing heart disease and stroke.  
This three-week series will be held held on Thursdays 

beginning Oct. 1 from 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
 

FREE Cooking Classes: Dining with Diabetes 
 These classes are geared for anyone looking to prevent 

or manage their diabetes or support a loved one diagnosed 
with diabetes. We’ll explore some delicious recipes to help 
manage your blood sugar.  

This four-week series will be repeated twice through the 
year. 

 The next series is slated for Wednesdays Nov. 18, 25, 
Dec 2 & 9 from 10 a.m. to noon. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
LAB OPEN 

Just a reminder that our lab 
is open weekdays for all residents 

Monday to Friday -  
7:30a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 

Serve up fire safety in the kitchen 

Fire Prevention Week 2020 - Oct. 4-10 

St. Clair Fire Department is urging everyone in to take some simple steps to prevent kitchen fires in their 
home. This year’s theme of Fire Prevention Week, which runs from October 4-10, is “Serve Up Fire Safety in 
the Kitchen!”  

The theme is very timely as cooking fires continue to be the leading cause of home fires in Ontario. It fo-
cuses on the prevention of cooking fires and staying fire safe in the kitchen.   

Simple steps to serve up fire safety in the kitchen include:   
* Always stay in the kitchen when cooking and turn off the stove if you must leave the kitchen.   
* Keep a proper fitting lid near the stove. If a pot of oil catches fire, slide the lid over the pot and turn 

off the stove. Do not move the pot. Never throw water on a burning pot.   
* Keep anything that burns - plastic utensils, dishcloths, paper towels - a safe distance from the stove.  
* Cook responsibly. To prevent cooking fires, you must be alert. You will not be alert if you have con-

sumed alcohol or drugs.  
* Wear tight-fitting or rolled up sleeves when using the stove. Loose, dangling clothing can easily catch 

fire.  
* Keep young kids one metre away from the stove. Turn pot handles away from the stove ’s edge so they 

can’t be easily knocked off.  
* If you burn yourself while cooking, run cool water over the wound for three to five minutes. If the burn 

is severe, seek medical attention.  
Cooking happens in homes every day, and it must be done responsibly to ensure it is done safely. It is your 

responsibility to protect yourself and your family from fire. Always remain alert and stay in the kitchen while 
cooking. 

http://www.rapidsfhteam.ca
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Note: These events, services, and 

activities will be dependent on COVID-19 

restrictions in effect At the time.  
 

Sacred Heart food bank - 
Autumn food drive planned 

The community side effects of the coronavirus have resulted in 
constant need for supplies at our community food banks. In an 
effort to keep the shelves adequately stocked in the challenging 
autumn season, the Sacred Heart food bank is currently in the 
middle of an early food drive that will continue to run through 
November. The collection area is divided into five zones, two of 
which were completed in September. Collection will continue in 
the remaining three zones, Zones 3, 4, and 5, every two weeks 
through the fall covering the area bordered by Kimball Road at 
Holt Line south to Whitebread Line. 

All volunteers will be observing the required precautions to 
keep them and our donors safe. More information about dates 
and times, see page 20. 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
St. Andrew’s foodbank remains open 

Although St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church is closed 
for worship services due to the COVID-19 emergency 
closure, the food bank at St. Andrew’s Church on Col-
borne Street in Corunna every Wednesday evening  
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. and every Thursday morning 
from 9 a.m. to noon. It operates in association with the 
Inn of the Good Shepherd in Sarnia. 

The food bank offers a variety of food products to help 
people eat healthily, including milk, eggs, bread, and 
meat. The fresh food supplied at the food bank costs ap-
proximately $75 per week to purchase. Anyone wishing to 
make a financial donation to the food bank can do so 
through Food Bank, C/O St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church, 437 Colborne Drive, Corunna, Ontario, N0N 1G0. 
Gift cards to Foodland and No Frills are also welcome. 

Donations of non-perishable items are always wel-
come. These include not only food, but household sup-
plies like laundry soap, household cleaners, and toilet 
tissue, and personal hygiene items like toothbrushes, 
soap and shampoo, deodorant, and shaving items. 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
Well water safety remains  a concern 

during high water levels 
Lambton Public Health (LPH) is encouraging residents 

with private water wells to test their water supply about 

three to four times per year, and also in the event of the 
well being flooded by excessive rainfall or high water lev-
els. Harmful bacteria may enter the drinking water supply 
making it unsafe for consumption. 

If your well is flooded, it should be disinfected and 
tested as soon as the water recedes and at one-week in-
tervals for three weeks afterwards to ensure the water is 
safe for drinking. The test for bacteria (total coliform and 
E. coli) and water sample kits are free. Water samples 
must be dropped off within 24 hours of being taken. Local 
drop-off centres are at Lambton Public Health, 160 Ex-
mouth Street, Point Edward, and at Bluewater Health 
CEE lab, 450 Blanche Street in Petrolia. (Please note 
there may have been changes to the way samples are 
received. For a full schedule of access times for these 
locations, as well as resources on how to take a water 
sample, visit LambtonPublicHealth.ca 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, access restrictions 
are in place. Please call before visiting the office. Learn 
more about testing options at Lambtonpubli-
chealth.ca/2019-novel-coronavirus/service-changes/ 

Volunteers needed for telephone support 
Now more than ever, volunteers are being sought to 

provide check-in calls to seniors through the Tel-Check 
program. Volunteers are also needed to staff the Distress 
Line to ensure that when people reach out to this tele-
phone help line, their call will be answered. For more 
information or to volunteer, call Donna at the Family 
Counselling Centre, 519-336-0120. This service is funded 
by the United Way of Sarnia-Lambton.  

St. Joseph-St. Charles Catholic Church 
Community to participate in food program 
The St. Joseph-St. Charles’ Catholic Community in Co-

runna, along with the Catholic churches in Petrolia, For-
est, and Watford, has worked collaboratively with the 
Boys and Girls Club of Sarnia-Lambton to extend Project 
Backpack, a food assistance program, into Lambton Coun-
ty. The program provides a bag of nutritious food that can 
be easily assembled to people ages 14-24 who are in need 
of a healthy meal. Each bag also contains hygiene items 
and helpful information from community partners. People 
who qualify for this program can find these bags at the St. 
Joseph Catholic Church Parish office at 346 Beresford 
Street in Corunna during regular office hours (Monday 
from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Tuesday-Thursday from 9 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.). Program organizers say the program 
will continue into the fall and they hope to continue it as 
long as there is a need for it. 

 

 
New members welcome -  

Lambton County Junior Optimist Club 
The Lambton County Junior Optimist Club is always on 

the lookout for youth who want to make a difference in 
their community. Club members ages 10 through 18 vol-
unteer in the community and fundraise to put on their 
own programs and to donate to other youth programs. 
Hours spent volunteering with the club can be used to-
ward members’ volunteer hours at school. The club meets 
the first Monday of every month at 6 p.m. at the 

See More Community Contact, page 17   

Virtual Public Legal Education Workshops 
for Front Line Workers 

The Community Law School (Sarnia-Lambton) Inc. 
will offer free ZOOM online workshops will update front 
line workers on recent changes in the laws affecting 
their clients. The following workshops will be held, one 
per month, from 11 a.m. to noon: Oct.20, Bill 184-What 
Clients Need To Know About Changes To The Residential 
Tenancies Act (register by Oct. 16 at noon); Nov. 17, 
Occupational health and safety act: Unsafe Work in the 
COVID-19 Era (register by Nov. 13 at noon); Dec. 8, Pay 
Day Loan Act: New Protections For Your Clients (register 
by Dec. 4 at noon). 

Those who register will receive a ZOOM link by email 
before each workshop, with electronic handouts on each 
topic. To register, email: virtualcommunitylaws-
chool@gmail.com 

Celebrating over 23 years of public legal education 



The Royal Canadian “1st Hussars” Army Cadet Corps Petrolia invites boys and girls ages 12-18 to learn new skills, marks-
manship, orienteering, hiking, leadership, pipes and drum band, and teamwork, participate in many new challenges, make new 
friends and attend great summer camps, all at no cost. Cadets are not required to join the military. Join us today! For more in-
formation, call 519-332-6555 or visit: www.petroliacadets.com 

Wanted: Motivated youth looking for rewarding challenges 
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The St. Clair River Trail Facebook page and website 
has added a new promotional video to its photo archive.  
The natural beauty of the trail comes alive on the 
screen. And while you’re looking at the video and sub-
mitted photographs, why not send us some of the shots 
you’ve taken while enjoying the trail? Like the St. Clair 
River Trail on Facebook and message us your pictures. 

Check out Trail Facebook page, 
video, & website 

Courtright Community Centre. For more information, 
call Mary Lou at 519-862-3950. 

Down River Junior Optimist Club 
new members ages 10-18 

New members are being sought for the Down River 
Jr. Optimist Club. Youth between the ages of 10 and 
18 are invited to get involved with the community and 
make a difference for kids. The club meets at the Port 
Lambton Community Hall on the third Monday of each 
month. High school students can acquire volunteers 
hours needed for graduation. For more information, 
call Carla at 226-402-3870. 

Local TOPS weight control group meetings 
Local TOPS weight control groups can be contacted 

for information as follows: Brigden—519-864-1865; Co-
runna-519-381-5584. People of all ages are welcome to 
attend. 

Good listeners wanted - 
Family Counselling Centre 

Good listeners are needed by the Family Counselling 
Centre to staff the Distress Line, speaking with individ-
uals who need support and need to feel connected. 
Volunteers are also needed to staff the Tel-Check pro-

From page 16  gram line, placing daily calls to seniors and persons 
with disabilities who live alone and are feeling iso-
lated. To register or to find out more about this 
effort, call Donna at the Family Counselling Cen-
tre, 519-336-0120, ext. 251.  

 

2020 Masters curling event postponed 
 
Attention curling fans. The 2020 Masters  curling 

event slated for the Sarnia Golf and Curling Club on 
Oct. 20-25 of this year has been postponed until 
Oct. 19-24, 2021. Ticket refunds and roll-over infor-
mation is available online at: ticketscene ; Grand 
Slam of Curling website ; or Sarnia Golf and Curling 
Club.    

 

MAS event to be rescheduled as restrictions ease  
As coronavirus mitigation measures continue to reduce the viral threat to Lambton County and 

Sarnia residents, we are witnessing the cautious science-based reopening of our community. The 
recent move to Stage 3 has raised hopes that some popular community events and activities may 
soon be able to restart. 

The Moore Agricultural Society’s popular beef dinner, which was cancelled in March, is one of 
the events that may be rescheduled to later this year if the appropriate “gathering restrictions” 
are approved. Everyone who purchased tickets for the March beef dinner is asked to hold their 
tickets for a future date, even if it is in 2021. When the date is set, MAS is looking at refunding 
the ticket price for those who cannot attend. 

For more information as the situation changes, watch the Brigden Fair website at: 
www.brigdenfair.ca or the Brigden Fair Facebook page. 

 “I am grateful for what I 

am and what I have. My 

Thanksgiving is perpetual.” 

~Henry David Thoreau 
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When St. Andrews Corunna decided to temporarily 
shut down due to the COVID pandemic back in early 
March 2020, it was decided to allow the food bank to 
remain open.  The Lambton Public Health Unit contacted 
us early in the pandemic and after reviewing our operat-
ing procedures, made a sizeable financial donation to 
the food bank to support nutritious snacks for school-
aged children who were no longer able to participate in 
the healthy snack programs in the local schools. 

Since the COVID pandemic prompted the provincial 
state of emergency in mid March, we have serviced 50 
different local client families.  Eighteen of those client 
families we have only seen once during the pandemic, 
but the remaining families have been to see us multiple 
times. 

Our client families come primarily from between 
Lasalle Line in the north to as far south as Port Lambton 
and Walpole Island, and from the river on the west over 
as far east as Mandaumin Road. We are there for families 
from anywhere if they show up at our door asking for 
assistance. 

The community has been extremely supportive during 
this difficult time.  The Corunna Foodland has been oper-
ating a grocery delivery service for those who are not 
able to or don’t feel safe doing their own grocery shop-
ping.  Foodbank volunteers have been involved in this 
program from its start, donating their time, vehicles and 
gas to deliver the groceries.  Today the foodbank volun-
teers continue to support this program and will continue 
to do so as long as Foodland offers it.  Foodland custom-

ers make dona-
tions through 
Foodland when 
paying for their 
groceries and 
those donations 
are directed to 
the foodbank in 
the form of 
Foodland gift 
cards.  To 
date, this pro-
gram has pro-
vided $12,530 
in gift cards to 

the foodbank.  So far, $11,580.56 has been spent to pur-
chase groceries for the Corunna foodbank and the Inn of 
the Good Shepherd in Sarnia.  The foodbank customers 

have noticed the extra food, cleaning and hygiene prod-
ucts available and everyone is extremely grateful. 

Our community has also reached out through many 
other programs.  Captain Kidd Days organized a food 
drive that provided about $900 in non-perishable food 
donations.  Robb’s No Frills made a $1,200 cash donation 
in addition to continuing to sell the foodbank lean 
ground beef in one-pound packages for $2.70 per pound - 
a significant discount versus any alternatives we were 
able to find.  The local Cattle Farmers Association made 
a donation of 100 pounds of ground beef.  Snack for Sum-
mer has provided us with healthy snacks for school aged 
children.  Some local teachers have made cash donations 
to support our foodbank.  The Sarnia Pickleball Associa-
tion has donated food and money to our foodbank.  Shell 
Canada employees made a sizeable cash donation to the 
foodbank.  The Royal Canadian Legion Corunna Branch 
447 has made a cash donation, and Lambton Public 
Health has directed multiple donations our way.  

Many individuals and families in our community have 
also reached out with generous donations of groceries 
and cash, all of which we continue to need and use to 
keep our clients supplied with fresh healthy groceries 
and cleaning and hygiene supplies. 

Please help us spread the news about our foodbank 
- to those who might offer help and support, we can 
always use donations. And to those who might need 
our assistance, we are open and currently stocked 
with many of the essentials needed to keep a house-
hold functioning healthily and safely during this ongo-
ing COVID crisis.  

Thank you to everyone who has participated in, 
and donated to, our foodbank. 

 
Be well, wash your hands, wear a mask, 

and know you are loved. 
Charles Mortley-Wood, 

Foodbank Volunteer and Coordinator 

St. Andrew’s Corunna food bank receives much-appreciated community support 

Rob’s No-Frills is one of the generous local 
businesses that have helped keep the food 
bank shelves stocked during the pandemic.  
                     Submitted photo 

St. Andrew’s Corunna food bank is located at 
437 Colborne Drive, Corunna 

   
Regular hours of operation are: 

Wednesday evenings 6-7 p.m. 
Thursday mornings 9 a.m. to noon 

As in past years, businesses and residents of our com-
munity generously supported Operation Christmas Tree 
(OCT) during the 2019 campaign. We will be asking for 
that same support for the 2020 OCT campaign as the need 
will be even greater due to the negative effects the COVID
-19 pandemic continues to have on the community. 

To comply with COVID-19 protocol, we are currently 
asking for donations of money or gift cards from Foodland or 
No Frills. For those who are unfamiliar with our charity, Opera-
tion Christmas Tree serves those in need who live in an area 
bordered by LaSalle Road East to Mandaumin Road, south on 
Bickford Line, and west to the river, which is known as Ward 1. 
All donations stay within this area helping our local food bank, 
providing special hampers to the area’s less fortunate families 
and individuals at Christmas, and providing monetary support 
to house fire victims. 

Canned goods may be dropped off only at the Emergency 
Services Building, corner of Hill Street and Lyndoch Street in 

Corunna, (please use the Hill Street entrance). Registra-
tion dates have been set as Nov. 2-7 and Nov. 9-14 be-
tween the hours of 9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. each week. 
Our delivery date to qualifying recipients will Dec 12th. 
COVID-19 protocol will be observed for the protection of 
our volunteers and the public. After these registration 
dates, donation times may change and will be posted at 

the Hill Street entrance.  The tentative final date for donations 
will be Dec. 18 but updates may be made through The Beacon 
or the new Operation Christmas Tree site -  St Clair Township 
Facebook page! 

On a sad note, the annual Poor Boy Lunch kickoff fund rais-
er, provided by the Royal Canadian Legion Corunna Br. 447 has 
been cancelled this year due to COVID-19. 

Donations can be mailed to: Operation Christmas Tree, 
Box 32, Corunna, Ont., N0N 1G0. 

Stan Marsh 
President, Operation Christmas Tree 

COVID-19 requirements affect Operation Christmas Tree donations 



Corunna Legion Comrade honored 
The Royal Canadian Legion Corunna Branch 447 Honour Guard were part of the Celebration of Life for 
Comrade Doug Heath, who devoted 51 years of service to the Legion and Branch 447. 

Submitted photo 

Ticket# 

267 

011 

349 

317 

267 

260 

090 

072 

252 

196 

074 

108 

185 

218 

242 

104 

012 

309 

003 

105 
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Elimination Draw Results 

September 19, 2020 
         Ticket #     Winner 

$50 322 Carla Always 

$50 161 Dave Johnson 

$50 206 Lyn Boczek 

$50 209 Marion Maki 

$50 41 Catharine Squire 

$50 59 Shelley Morningstar 

$50 123 Brian LaBrasseur 

$50 2 Bill Morkin 

$50 147 Andre Courchesne 

$50 155 Jim Mitchell 

$50 326 John Hart 

$50 179 Tammy Broer 

$50 128 George Little 

$50 310 Lisa Beaudoin 

$2,400  199 Dave Yorke ~ Grand Prize  
     Winner 

 

Note: Due to restrictions required to comply 
with COVID-19 protocols, the 20 Legion Elimi-
nation Draws were all held on Sept. 12, 2020. 
Each winner was awarded $40. The usual award 
of $20 was increased because the accumulating 
weekly draw was not possible.   

Elimination Draw Results 

Weekly Winners 

RCL Corunna Branch 447 10th Annual Elimination Draw results 

 Winner 

John McKechnie 

Barb Montgomery 

Doug Zink 

Julius Vanden Bossche 

John McKechnie 

James Glowa 

Matt Glowa 

Cathy Van Praet 

Mike Hughes 

Robyn Brooks 

Tom Lyttle 

Lloyd Huss 

Chrissie Heil 

John Shelley 

Rob Dunnell 

Connie Heath 

Larry Trepanier 

Bernie St. Jean 

Michelle Hohol 

Jim Mitchell 

 

Stevenson photo 

 
A group of young turkeys 

take in some rays on a sun-
ny afternoon at Franz tur-
key farm on Plank Road.  
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Special early food bank collection in Ward 2  

Is COVID-19 getting your goat? 
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The DEADLINE for  Beacon  
submissions  i s  the  third Monday of  

each month by noon . 
E -mail:  

beacon@stcla irtownship.ca  
 
I f  you have a non -prof i t  or char ity event or 
act iv ity coming up in St.  C la ir  Township,  or an 
event that wil l  benefit  the res idents of  the 
township,  put your event in the spotl ight free 
of  charge here in The Beacon.  

Please note:  Photos submitted close to the 
deadl ine may be held unt i l  the  

fol lowing  issue due to lack of  space.  

 

The Beacon is now online only until the 
COVID-19 threat ends, but our 
readers are important to us. 

To ensure  
Email: beacon@stclairtownship.ca  to 

subscribe—FREE!  
Just type the word ‘Subscription’ in the 

Subject line  

Please observe COVID-19 safety  
measures. Fall and winter will bring 

seasonal viruses that can also be 
avoided with these measures. 

* Please wear a mask when social 
distancing is not possible. 

*Avoid crowds. 

* Wash or sanitize  
hands frequently. 

2 m 

COVID-19 “long haul syndrome” 
being studied 

 
If you needed another reason to steer clear of COVID-

19, here’s one you might find especially compelling. 
Many COVID-19 victims, from seniors to children, even 
those who do not initially show symptoms, are becoming 
“long haulers”, meaning they are now experiencing dis-
tressing, often severe, long-term after-effects of the 
virus. 

  According to the Public Health Agency of Canada, 
the novel coronavirus can not only cause serious illness 
during first infection, it can also cause lasting damage to 
the body. Long-term effects of the virus can include: 
joint pain, persistent fever, brain fog, inability to con-
centrate, inflammation in the brain and heart, clotting 
in the heart and other organs, and chronic fatigue. 

This new side of the COVID-19 virus, coupled with the 
onset of fall and winter, when the flu and other viral 
infections normally become a problem, has made it more 
important than ever to observe the safety protocol (see 
poster below) we have all become familiar with. And as 
the cold weather forces us to spend more time indoors, 
it will be easier for disease to spread.  

Until more is known about this mysterious virus, we 
owe it to ourselves, our neighbours, and our community 
to stay well, no matter what your age, your state of 
health, or your opinion of the COVID-19 safety protocol 
might be. 

This is not a political issue; the virus isn’t picky 
about who it infects, so please ‘mask up’ and stay well.  


