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A PERFECT DAY FOR A PADDLE:  A brilliant mid-July day on the St. Clair River presented a perfect 
opportunity for these kayakers to get out on the Caribbean blue water for a leisurely paddle. This duo was spot-
ted at the Sombra Community Dock on their way downriver.            

Bonnie Stevenson photo 

About 125 children ages six to 12 participated in the 
annual Progressive Agriculture Safety Day, presented by 
the Lambton Farm Safety Association at the Brigden 
fairgrounds on July 5. 

The Progressive Agricultural Safety Day is an educa-
tional program that provides training and resources for 
local communities to conduct one-day safety and 
health programs in an age-appropriate, safe environ-

Safety day fun helps 
avert future tragedy 

See Progressive Agriculture, page 9 
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The St. Clair Township Beacon is issued monthly by St. Clair Township as a  
public service to township residents. Produced by Bonnie Stevenson.  

Registered candidates 
The deadline for filing nomination papers 

was July 27 . The list of candidates registered at 

press time for the 2018 Municipal Election in St. 

Clair Township are: 

 

Mayor - Steve Arnold, Jeff Agar. 

Deputy Mayor - Peter Gilli land, Steve Miller. 

Ward 1 (former Moore Township) Councillor - 

Tracy Kingston, Michelle Kelly-Maitland, Pat 

Brown, Neil Fulkerson. 

Ward 2 (former Sombra Township) Councillor  - 

Rose Atkins, Bill Myers. 

St. Clair Catholic District School Board (South 

Lambton East Kent Separate School Board Trus-

tee) - ………. Carol Bryden. 

French Language Public School Board Trus-

tee…..Pierre Lambert. 

 

For an updated list of nominees, go online to: 

stc la i r township.ca/munic ipal -e lect ion-2018/

c u r r e n t - n o m i n e e s - f o r - t h e - 2 0 1 8 - m u n i c i p a l -

election/ 

Municipal Election 2018 
 

Oct. 22, 2018 is 
Municipal Election Day. 

 
St. Clair Township ballots will be mailed 

out the first week of September.  

Residents are urged to confirm their voter 
information by using voterlookup.ca If you do 
not have access to a computer, you can also 
call 1-866-296-6722 for information. 

You are qualified to vote if: You are 18 
years of age or older; a Canadian citizen; and 
either a resident of the municipality or a 
property owner or tenant or the spouse or 
same sex partner of an owner or tenant in the 
municipality during a specific time just before 
the election. 

St. Clair Township Council meetings will 
now take place once per month at 5:30 
p.m. on the following dates: Monday, Aug. 
13; Monday, Sept. 10; Tuesday, Oct. 9; 
Tuesday, Nov. 13; and Monday, Dec. 10.  

Anyone wishing to address council 
should call the municipal office at 519-867
-2021 for further information. 

Please note that these dates are accu-
rate at press time but are subject to 
change.  

 

Are you registered to vote? 



 

Notice is hereby given to all persons in posses-
sion of land, in accordance with the Weed Control 
Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter W.5, Sections 3, 13, 
16, and 23, that unless noxious weeds growing on 
their lands within the municipality of the Town-
ship of St. Clair are destroyed throughout the 
season, the municipality may enter upon said 
lands and have the weeds destroyed, charging the 
cost against the land, plus an administration 
charge as set out in the Act. (Minimum charge per 
parcel is $80.) 
The cooperation of all land owners is earnestly 
solicited. 

Jeff Baranek 

Clerk 

519-867-2021 

Notice to property owners to 

destroy noxious weeds 
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ST. CLAIR TOWNSHIP 
2018 FINAL PROPERTY TAX TENTATIVE DUE DATES 

The Final Tax Notices were mailed out 
the last week of June, 2018 with both installments. 

 
 
 
 
 

Public Information Project Summary 
 

Courtright WWTP Odour Control Project 
and Final Effluent Reuse System 

 
St. Clair Township is in the process of up-

grading the odour control system and in-
stalling a final effluent reuse system at the 
Courtright WWTP. The Township has applied 
for funding through the FCM (Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities) grant to assist with 
the costs. Some of the benefits from these 
projects include: 
• Improvement to public health 
• Improvement to the community’s 
• quality of life 
• Reduction of off-site odours 
• Positive impact on nearby land and  
• residents 
• Increase in home value on neighbouring 

properties 
• Reduction in water consumption 

(estimated to be reduced by up to 80%)  
• Decrease in facility operating and 

maintenance costs 
• Operational improvements from the  
• newly installed systems 

 
The Courtright WWTP Odour Control Pro-

ject is projected to be completed by Spring 
2019. Tours of the facility are expected to be 
planned for late Spring 2019.  

The 2018 TENTATIVE Final Tax due date is 

Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2018 
*Note: This date is  tentative and may change 



Hazardous waste disposal opportunities 

Household hazardous waste disposal is being offered again this 
year. Lambton County, in conjunction with Clean Harbors Canada 
Ltd. will host six household hazardous waste collections in the coming 
months. There will be no charge for this service. 

The collections will be held on Saturdays on September 29 and 
October 27. 

Materials accepted include: batteries, drain and oven cleaners, 
pesticides, rat poison, pharmaceuticals, cleaning fluids, pool chemi-
cals, ammonia, bleach, aerosols, gasoline, paints, barbecue starter, 
oil, solvents, and propane cylinders. 

    Materials not accepted include: PCBs, commercial, infectious, 
radioactive, tires, explosives/ammunitions including flares. 

Please note, commercially generated hazardous waste and 
containers larger than 20 litres or weighing more than 25 kg (55 
lb) will  NOT be accepted. For more information, call the Household 
hazardous waste phone line at 519-845-0809, option 6.  

Disposal of expired marine flares 
Flares (pyrotechnics) are valid only for four 

years from their date of manufacture, which is 
printed on each flare. To dispose of flares, take 
them to Sarnia Police Services, 555 Christina 
Street North in Sarnia. 
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 Spring and summer present homeowners with opportunities to make changes and improve-
ments to their property. And in the rush to get their projects finished by the time the snow 
flies, they are often tempted to not bother finding out the locations of buried lines and pipes 
before they start digging. 

Big mistake! Severing buried infrastructure can be an expensive problem for you and/or your 
neighbours. It can also be dangerous if you hit a live power line. 

One call can prevent costly repairs or even save your life. 
Before you dig, call Ontario One Call at 1-800-400-2255. Locators from local utilities will 

be called out to your property to find and mark buried lines. 
One call could save you money and save your life. Call 1-800-400-2255. 

Property owners 

urged to call 

Ontario One Call 

before digging 

 
The Moore Agricultural Society is looking 

energetic, personable young women and men 
to participate in the 2018 Brigden Fair Am-
bassador contest. The event is slated for the 
Brigden Fairgrounds exhibition hall on Sun-
day, Aug. 26 at 2 p.m. Admission is free.  

If you are outgoing and enjoy networking, 
you’ll find the experience of being our am-
bassador memorable and it’s an excellent ca-
reer opportunity to include on your resume. 

You will enjoy fair events, The Toronto con-
vention and the CNE. Check out the MAS Fa-
cebook page and www.brigdenfair.ca for 
more information and an application.  

Everyone is welcome to attend the contest 
and support our youth. The afternoon event 
is free to all and light refreshments will be 
served by our Homecraft division while our 
judges decide who will be our next Brigden 
Fair Ambassador. 

Brigden Fair Ambassador Contest on the way 

    Children at the 
Sombra Township 
Child Care Sacred 
Heart Catholic School 
site celebrated the 
STCC’s annual year-
end on June 20 by 
entertaining parents 
and visitors with some 
delightful songs. The 
assembly also enjoyed 
a DVD slideshow of 
photos taken during 
the past year. Among 
the visitors who at-

tended the event was St. Clair Township Mayor Steve 
Arnold, who presented every child with a congratula-
tory stuffed moose. One of the happy recipients was 
Callie Kerwin, shown here with Mayor Arnold. 
       Submitted photo 

Sombra Township C. C. celebrates year end 

the SCRCA watershed. 
Above: Students work to move a boardwalk into position 
over a muddy section of the trail. 

The St. Clair Region Conservation  Authority (SCRCA) 
and  Ecole secondaire catholique Saint-Francois-Xavier 
(SFX) recently joined forces to develop a three-day Inno-
vation, Creativity and Entrepreneurship (ICE) training ses-
sion for Grade 11 and 12 students. Ice training is provin-
cially recognized and designed for secondary school stu-
dents working towards a Specialist High Skills Major 
(SHSM). Training aims to prepare students for future em-
ployment experiences. The students develop tools needed 
to create new and interesting ways to solve a challenge. 
In this case, students were challenged to find a way to 
help the SCRCA maintain safe and user-friendly trails. 

Teams of students spent the first day learning about 
the trail, trail user needs, and challenges posed by heavy 
trail use. Using this information, they brainstormed to 
figure out a way to solve the problem. And finally, they 
pitched their ideas to a panel of teachers and SCRCA 
staff, who selected the winning design. 

This program is offered to all secondary schools within 

ICE program prepares students for future employment experiences 
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By Dr. John C. Carter 
The first report of an actual attack on the St. Clair 

River was reported in a June 30 letter, which was pub-
lished in the 1839 British Parliamentary Papers. It was 
sent to American General Hugh Brady by Colonel Henry 
Reid of the 32nd Regiment. As the officer in charge British 
troops in the Western District and commander of Fort 
Malden at this time, Reid warned of “...the intended 
movements of the pirates said to be scattered along the 
St. Clair frontier.” He included specifics about the Som-
bra raid, saying “...that the pirates who plundered 
Govin’s [sic] store were partly American citizen’s; and 
having assembled and armed themselves within the terri-
tory of the United States, have by her laws subjected 
themselves to a heavy fine and imprisonment, even had 
not the crime of robbery been added to their other law-
less movements and conduct.”  

Lieutenant-Governor Arthur’s June 30 despatch to 
Lord Glenelg, noted that documents showed “...that 
from Cleveland in Ohio, to Fort Gratiot in Michigan, a 
general plan of invading the western part of the prov-
ince, has been for some time past maturing, and that 
violence would be used about the time for celebrating 
the great anniversary of the American Union (July 4).” 
From other accounts reaching Arthur, it was reported, 
“...that the hostile force has made its first movement a 
little sooner than I was led to anticipate, and that a par-
ty of about 300 men, well armed, and with an abundance 
of ammunition, actually crossed the St. Clair River, at a 
place called Nugent’s Inn, on the  27th instant, and plant-
ed the pole of liberty on the Canadian soil, where, it is 
not improbable [that] many disaffected persons already 
in the province will be found to swell their ranks.” Arthur 
noted that he would be sending reinforcements to sup-
port the troops on the line who were defending the 
Western District. On July 1, Arthur confirmed to Glenelg 
that; “...the actual landing of about 300 men at a place 
called Nugent’s Inn, on the River St. Clair, in the western 
district,” had occurred. 

In a July 2 response to Colonel Reid from Hugh Brady, 
the American general suggested that Reid was misin-
formed about the Sombra raid, pointing out that; “...only 
one or two were citizens of the United States, and the 
party equipped themselves and made ready for the expe-
dition at some point near, Beldoon [sic], on the Thames 
river.” Brady added that; “Col. [John] Clark’s interfer-
ence prevented the issue that was about to be tried; 
happy, not only because our soil [United States] was 
thereby preserved from violation and insult, but because 
such an act would have increased, very much, the excite-
ment which already so unhappily exists in a certain part 
of the community on this border, relative to, the existing 
state of things in Canada.” 

Brady also noted that he had dispatched an armed 
American steamboat to reconnoitre the St. Clair River 
and to lend aid to the civil officers in the discharge of 
their duties. Brady confirmed that the vessel had re-
turned to Detroit on July 1, “...with certain individuals 
on board as prisoners, said to have been engaged in the 
robbery [at Sombra] heretofore alluded, and who are 
now undergoing a trial, or rather examination for that 
offence.” He concluded his correspondence by saying 
that he would soon be strengthening the garrison at Fort 
Gratiot, and that these efforts; “...I trust will put a 
check to the operations of those troublesome men, nine-

tenths of whom are Canadian refugees, and show them 
the utter folly of expecting to set our laws [American] at 
defiance with impunity.” 

In a July 10 message to Lord Glenelg, Sir George Ar-
thur revised infor-
mation he had previ-
ously sent. He suggest-
ed that accounts re-
ceived from the London 
and Western Districts 
“...had been singularly 
magnified.” Arthur 
wrote that Colonel 
John Maitland had con-
firmed that 100 instead 
of 300 rebels had 
crossed the St. Clair 
River at Nugent’s Tav-
ern, and that he be-
lieved that 20 men may 
have been taken into 
custody. Regarding the 
Sombra raid, Arthur 
said; “Of the brigands 
who crossed the River 
St. Clair, and were con-
cerned in the pillaging 
of Mr. Govin’s [sic] 
store, it is reported that 
12 or 13 of them have been arrested by the American 
authorities...it is my intention to demand from the Gov-
ernor of Michigan their surrender for trial in this coun-
try.”  

In Colonel John Prince’s July 3 letter to the Honorable 
John Macaulay, which was forwarded by Arthur to 
Glenelg on July 10, mention was made of the Bear Creek 
incident, and of the death of Captain William Kerry. 
Prince wrote that; “The disturbances on this frontier are, 
I lament to say, [are] increasing. One of our most loyal 
men on Bear Creek has been murdered, and property and 
persons plundered to a vast extent.” 

Lieutenant-governor Arthur provided his feelings 
about these events, in a July 10 despatch to Glenelg. In a 
positive report, Arthur wrote that; “I am perfectly con-
vinced that the general disposition of the disaffected 
persons in the London and Western districts, to rise sim-
ultaneously about the 4th of this month has been com-
pletely defeated by the sudden turn-out of the militia; 
and there is nothing to be now apprehended from inva-
sion, since the foreign brigands can no longer entertain 
any hope of effective co-operation from any considerable 
number of persons resident in the Provinces.” 

In early August, Sir John Colborne made a tour of in-
spection of the Western District, and came to a similar 
conclusion as Arthur had. His report was forwarded by 
Lord Durham to Glenelg on August 10, 1838. Colborne 
concluded that; “The best spirit prevails in all the town-
ships on the river St. Clair, which I visited; and at Sand-
wich, Amherstburg, and in the townships in that vicinity. 
In fact, few instances of disaffection appear to have oc-
curred in that section of the country; and I am inclined 
to believe that the information received by the local gov-
ernment respecting the encouragement held out to the 

Sir George Arthur 

Increasing cross-border raids and incursions raise concern at federal level    
 Part 2 of the St. Clair Raids as recorded in the 1839 British Parliamentary Papers 

See  St. Clair Raids, page 6 
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American gangs on the United States frontier, cannot be 
depended on.”   

The last mention of the St Clair Raids to appear in the 
1839 British Parliamentary Papers, came in details in-
cluded in the 1839 Report of the Select Committee of 
the House of Assembly of Upper Canada. In this assess-
ment of the political state of Upper Canada in 1838, sev-
en legislators wrote; “In the month of July, a party, sup-
posed to consist of about 50 brigands, crossed over from 
a place called Palmer, in the United States, to the set-
tlements on the St. Clair river, where they robbed and 
imprisoned several of the settlers, and then returned [to 
Michigan]. About the same time a loyal subject by the 

name of Carey [Kerry], who was also an officer of the 
Militia, was shot in the night by a set of murderers, who 
it is well known were from the opposite [American] 
shore, although they were never clearly identified.” 

 
In the future, the events and occurrences of the St. 

Clair Raids would be assigned to a relatively few Canadi-
an and American history books, or completely forgotten. 
However they remain as part of the political record in 
the British Parliamentary Papers, and are an important 
part of the history of Lambton County. 

  
Dr. John C. Carter is author of Piratical Doings on 

the River St. Clair, which will be published later this 
year by Heritage St. Clair. 

St. Clair Raids continued from page 5 

 

The local baseball heritage exhibit currently on display at the Sombra Museum is yielding a wealth of information about 
some of the mystery photographs that 
have been contributed by township base-
ball fans. These two photographs are mys-
teries no more. 

 
The St. Clair River League 

Champions of 1953 
 

Front left: Bill Kimball; Keith Arnold;  
Ken Grant; Bob Grant. 

 
Middle left: Jerry Grant; Clayton 

Roberts; Ron “Spider” Winder; Jack 
Swain. 

 
Back left: Bud Morrison; Glen 

Morrison; Bill Arnold;, Glen Scott; 
Simon Grant. 

 

 
 
 

Courtright Ladies team 
1946 (or 1947)  

 
Kneeling left: Joanne Burns, Jeanne Ingles. 

 
Standing left: Alva Bullock; Jackie Johns(t)on; 
Loreen Walton; Loraine Hiller; Shirley Hiller; 
Miza Hiller; Coach Lawrence Muxlow; Reta 

Lester. 
 

Local baseball mysteries solved; identities revealed  
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Township 
museums 
host 
community 
events 

Above:  The Sombra Museum recently host-
ed a yard sale put on by Wilkesport United 
Church. The event raised just over $500 and 
donated all items that remained to the Dia-
betic Clotheline program. The church ex-
pressed thanks to the museum for hosting 
the event, to the volunteers who helped run 
it, and to those who donated items or 
stopped by to support the event. 
 
Left: Those who attended the annual Lawn 
Concert at the Sombra Museum were treated 
to music of Sweet Pea and the Elderberry 
Jammers.  
 
Bottom left: The Moore Museum’s popular 
Model Train event on July 8 was a hit with 
train enthusiasts of all ages. Here, train ex-
hibit volunteer Allan Mearns, left, keeps the 
big engines (and little ones) running for two 
of the over 150 visitors who attended the 
event. 
 
Bottom right: During the Moore Museum’s 
Model Train event, the engine Lloyd MacDon-
ald brought along with him was attached to 
a 1941 Farmall “A” tractor.  

Submitted 
photos 
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Find The Beacon online 
No matter where you are, you can read The Beacon. Back issues are also available online. Go to the St. Clair 

Township Website: www.stclairtownship.ca and click on Beacon on the black bar (top right). 

The St. Clair Township Golf Course member-
ship and event information, go online to: 
www.stclairparkwaygolf.com or call 519-867-
2160. 

 

The TD Summer Reading 
Club theme for this year is 
Feed Your Passions. This annual 
free bilingual program is for 
children of all ages, all inter-
ests, and all abilities, and it’s 
offered at 2,000 libraries 
across Canada. Children will be 
encouraged to discover and 
explore what fires their spirit, 
excites their mind, and influ-
ences their choices. Registra-
tion can be done at all Lamb-
ton County Library branches 
and the collecting of stickers 
for individual reading progress 

is also underway. For more in-
formation about the club, visit: 
www.tdsummerreadingclub.ca 

Summer reading for every-
one is available online at the 
eLibrary. RBdigital and Press 
Reader offer a wide selection 
of titles that can be easily 
downloaded to digital devices. 
Magazines to suit all ages, in-
terests and lifestyles  can also 
be found. These eResources are 
available at: www.lclibrary.ca 
under ‘eLibrary’ or 
‘eMagazines’. 

Lambton County Library reading 
program in progress 

 

Junior golfers wanting to take the next step to 
golfing perfection can take 

advanced lessons and instructions. 
The second five-week session on the driving range, 

led by instructor Chris Elliott, 
will be held Sunday nights from July 15-Aug. 12, 

from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Each session is limited to 10 golfers. 

The cost is $99 plus HST 
Call the Pro Shop to register at 519-867-2810 

The Lambton County Junior Optimist Club 
recently held Carnival Day for community 
youth at the Courtright Community Centre. It 
included a rubber ducky race, fishing, glitter 
tattoos and a lot of kid-friendly fun. Pro-
ceeds from this fundraiser was donated to 
The Hub.  

The Hub is a community collaborative pro-
ject providing wraparound services involving 
over 30 community partners to youth aged 16
-24 within a centralized, safe space. All ser-
vices are free of charge. Some of the ser-
vices offered by The Hub include: recreation-
al activities, food, health care, hot showers, 
life skills, daily programming, and much 

Lambton County Jr. Optimists hold Carnival Day fundraiser 

more. The Hub is located in Sarnia in St. Luke’s Church, 
350 London Road adjacent to the Sarnia-Lambton Rebound 
building. 

 
Above: Junior Optimist members are shown here with 
items donated to The Hub by community members who 
attended Carnival Day. 
 
Left: Mayor Steve Arnold (to the right of the banner) 
dropped in to show support for the Junior Optimists’ fund-
raising efforts. 
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Progressive Agricultural Safety Day promotes farm safety to youth 

Safety day children, 
staff and visitors pose 
for a ‘family’ photo. 

ment. The program’s stated goal is to make farm, ranch and rural 
life safer and healthier for children and their communities. 

The children were divided into small groups that rotated be-
tween a number of important safety education stations, including 
grain safety, tractor and PTO safety, livestock handling, lawnmower 
safety, electrical safety, ATV safety, and a Call Before You Dig les-
son. 

Participants who delivered these lessons included: the OPP Pe-
trolia detachment, Union Gas, St. Clair Fire Department, Hydro One, 
Dowler-Karn, and volunteers experienced in their respective fields. 

The children received event t-shirts, safety vests, and goodie 
bags to take home, as well as lunch. And though there was a lot to 
see and do, the messages the children heard all had the same pur-

pose. They received knowledge that will help them avoid dangerous 
situations that has, in the past, resulted in catastrophic injuries and 
needless fatalities. 

 Carlie Douglas, one of the coordinators of the event, says the 
program can benefit all children. “Our safety day has something for 
everyone, including urban kids,” she said. “There are potential dan-
gers everywhere... It’s better to give them knowledge now.” 

Progressive Agricultural Safety Days are presented throughout 
the United States and Canada, and the program is also licensed in 
Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay. 

Locally, the event was sponsored by: Bunge 200; Nutrien; Crop 
Production Services; TransCanada; CHS; John Deere; ADM; Farm 
Credit; and CASA-ACSA. Donations were contributed by: FCC; LFA; 
Cargill Sarnia; Lambton County Milk Committee; and Gaylea Foods. 

From page 1 

Beef producer George Dickenson demonstrated the 
“catcher”, a chute that confines an animal so that it 
can be safely handled for purposes such as vaccination.  

Hydro One representatives Nico Sijben, left, and Cam 
Major demonstrated the dangers of electricity. 

A last ditch effort to acquire financial relief to 
fund repairs to the Sombra ferry dock is being 
made by Bluewater Ferry Company owners Rob 
and Morgan Dalgety in the form of a lawsuit 
they have filed against the federal government. 

Catastrophic ice damage done to the dock’s 
causeway last January has kept the business 
closed and all efforts to find an affordable fix 
have been exhausted. Plans to replace the dam-
aged half of the causeway with a bailey bridge 

have been ruled out and the estimated cost of a 
complete out-of-the-water access to the ferry 
dock has proven to be prohibitive.  

“With no help from the government, we had 
no choice but to file a lawsuit. It is moving for-
ward,” said Morgan Dalgety. 

He added all permits required to fix the 
causeway have been applied for but they are 
still waiting to hear back from the agencies 
involved. “All we can do is wait,” he said. 

Lawsuit filed to acquire financial relief for Sombra ferry The Daldean at 
work during 
happier times. 



Lambton Queen of the Furrow contest   
Contestants are being sought to participate in the Lambton 

Queen of the Furrow competition. *Contestants must be 18 

years of age by Jan. 1, 2019 and have not reached their 25 birthday by 

Sept. 1, 2018. *Plowing three rounds will be part of the competition 

and equipment will be provided if contestant has not made her own 

arrangements. *Each contestant is required to provide proof of $2 mil-

lion liability insurance (Ontario Plowmen’s Association regulation). 

*Speech topic will be contestant’s choice of agricultural topic and will 

be given at the banquet. *Contestant will also be asked an impromptu 

question. (Sample questions will be given to let contestant know what 

to expect.) *The interview will be done the day of the match at the 

match site. 

Queen of the Furrow contestants will be guests of the Lambton 

County Plowmen’s Association at the banquet and the winner of the 

contest will represent the Lambton County Plowmen’s Association for 

the next two years. 

The new queen will compete in September for the next two years. 

She will attend workshops offered by the IPM and functions on behalf 

of the Lambton County Plowmen’s Association to promote agricul-

ture and the Lambton Plowing Match and IPM. 

      The queen will attend and give a report at each meeting. If she is 

unable to attend, she will submit a report by email. 

      She will also receive reimbursement for expenses incurred as 

duties performed as Queen of the Furrow. Mileage will be .45 cents per 

km. 

       The Lambton County Plowing Match is set for Sept. 1, 2018 in 

Dawn-Euphemia. Site is unknown at this time. For more infor-

mation , call Linda Bryson at 519-828-3311 or email: 
dlbryson@brktel.on.ca 
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The Royal Canadian Legion’s Ontario Provincial Command Service Officer, Re-
becca Calder, will be in the area the week of Aug. 1 to Aug. 3. 

She will be able to provide information and advise on topics such as disability pensions, financial assis-
tance, veterans independent programs and services. 

Veterans and/or their families with concerns or questions about eligibility or access to benefits and 
services can set up an appointment to meet with Service Officer Calder by calling Shawn MacNeil at 519
-383-9386 or Corunna Legion Branch 447 at 519-862-1240 before July 12. 

Get answers from Ontario Command Service Officer  

Future babysitters received a valuable lesson in fire safety recently when volunteer firefighters from the St. Clair 
Township Port Lambton station conducted a class in the use of a fire extinguisher. In this scenario, firefighters Adam 
Melo, left, and Kevin Moran show the class how to deal with a stove fire. Trainee Brennah Bowles is learning where 
to direct the extinguisher stream to effectively extinguish the flame. The free babysitting course was co-sponsored 
by the Optimist Club of Sombra Township and the Port Lambton Athletic Association. Organizers report a fun day was 
had by all.               Submitted photo 

Babysitters-in-training receive fire safety training 
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Lambton Youth Choir accepting 
new members 

The Lambton Youth Choir is accepting new mem-
bers. Rehearsals are held every Wednesday during the 
school year from 6:15 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at LCCVI in 
Petrolia. The choir is comprised of youth attending 
Grade 4 and up as of Sept. 2018. For more infor-
mation, contact D. O’Dell at 519-882-2315 or email: 
odelld@cogeco.ca Check out the Lambton Youth Choir 
Facebook page. 

St. Andrew’s foodbank in operation 
The food bank at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

on Colborne Street in Corunna is now in operation eve-
ry other Wednesday evening from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
The food bank is also open on Thursdays from 9 a.m. 
to noon. 

 

 
Volunteer hours for secondary students 

Secondary school graduation is fast approaching 
and the Brigden Fair office is the place where stu-
dents can find many ways to get the volunteer hours 
they need to graduate. Call the office at 519-864-
1197. Volunteer opportunities are available all year 
long. 

Are those coins still making noise 
in your pocket? 

Are you still walking around with noisy pockets? 
May we suggest a way you can silence those pesky 
noise-makers? Stop off at the following locations and 
donate your loose change to the on-going upkeep of 
the St. Clair River Trail, one of the most scenic trails 
in the country: Shaykin Bait Variety in Port Lambton 
(the Canada Post office no longer accepts donations) 
or the Riverview Restaurant in Sombra Village. Your 
donations will be matched 2:1 by St. Clair Township 
Council and your pockets will be a lot less noisy. 
Bricks, benches, and blocks can still be ordered to 
commemorate a special occasion or to provide a last-
ing memorial to departed loved ones. To place an or-
der, contact Laura at 519-862-2442 (north end of trail) 
or Janis at 519-892-3223 (south end of trail). You can 
also visit the trail Website at: stclairrivertrail.com 

New members welcome -  
Lambton County Junior Optimist Club  

The Lambton County Junior Optimist Club is al-
ways on the lookout for youth who want to make a 
difference in their community. Club members ages 
10 through 18 volunteer in the community and 
fundraise to put on their own programs and to do-
nate to other youth programs. Hours spent volun-
teering with the club can be used toward mem-
bers’ volunteer hours at school. The club meets 
the first Monday of every month at 6 p.m. at the 
Courtright Community Centre. For more infor-
mation, call Mary Lou at 519-862-3950. 

Down River Junior Optimist Club 
seeks members 

New members are being sought for the Down 
River Jr. Optimist Club. Youth between the ages of 
10 and 18 are invited to get involved with the com-
munity and make a difference for kids. The club 
meets at the Port Lambton Community Hall on the 
third Monday of each month. High school students 
can acquire volunteers hours needed for gradua-
tion. For more information, call Carla at 226-402-
3870.

See more Community Contact, page 12 

Sombra Sports and Rec/Field Bd. 
elections planned 

Sombra Sports and Rec and Field Board 
will hold a meeting to elect a new execu-
tive on Aug. 14 at 6 p.m. at the Sombra 
ball park.  

Moore Agricultural Society 
general membership meeting 

The Moore Agricultural Society will hold a general 
membership meeting on Wednesday, Aug. 22 at 7:30 
p.m. at the Brigden Fairgrounds exhibition hall. The 
meeting will cover:  

 a proposal for a long-term lease on the fair-
grounds 

 financing for upcoming improvements. 
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When the kids start to get restless this summer, take 
the short trip to the Mooretown Sports Complex and let 
them enjoy some quality time in the pool. Swimming is 
just one of the many healthy activities you can find 
there.  

Summer swim lessons 
Space is still available! Call now to reserve your spot. 

For more information about when to register, call 519-
867-2651. 

 
POUND your way into fitness!  

Call 519-867-2651 for more information. 

Junior Summer Camp 
for ages 5-8 years 

Junior Summer Camp is now in session and will run 
until Aug. 31 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Early drop-
off/late pick-up available for $20 per week). The fee will 
be $30 per day, $125 per week, $900 per summer. Ask 
about our multi-child rates and family rates. Kids will 
enjoy our Junior Summer Camp, where they will enjoy 
creative activities all day, with the focus on building 
physical literacy by concentrating on a different sport or 
skill each day. 

Senior Summer Camp 
for ages 9-12 years 

Senior Summer Camp is now underway and will run 
until Aug. 31 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Early drop-
off/late pick-up available for $20 per week). The fee will 
be $30 per day, $125 per week, $900 per summer. Ask 
about our multi-child rates and family rates. The new 
senior summer camp will focus on a different sport and 
skill each day with the goal of building physical literacy. 
Each day will include age-appropriate activities. 

National Lifeguard Service 
with Standard First Aid 

This course is slated for Monday, Aug. 20 to Friday, 
Aug. 24 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Fees include taxes, mate-
rials, and exam fees.  They will be $276 for NLS only and 
$426 for NLS with SFA/CPR-C. 

Summer fitness and spin classes 
Join any time! 

Call 519-867-2651 for more information. 
Fall swim classes 

Fall swim classes will begin the week of Sept. 17, 
2018. Group or private lessons will be available. Call 519
-867-2651 for more information. 

Heritage St. Clair seeking old photos of St. Clair Township’s past 

Heritage St. Clair is still seeking the help of township residents to gather old photographs (over 
20 years old - the older, the better) depicting St. Clair Township (and former Moore and Sombra 
Townships) from the past.  

Photos that are precious to you can be scanned and returned to you.  
If you would rather see them in a place that will care for and preserve them for future genera-

tions, Heritage St. Clair can help you find a suitable home for them.  
For more information, contact Heritage St. Clair by email: secretaryheritagestclair@gmail.com . Or 

visit the St. Clair Township site: www.stclairtownship.ca  under the “Residents” or “Recreation” tab 
to find Heritage St. Clair. Or call Ian at 519-864-1119 or  Dave at 519-862-3797. 

 

 

Local TOPS  weight control 
group meetings 

TOPS weight loss groups help members sensibly take off 
and keep off pounds. Three TOPS groups hold meetings in the 
St. Clair Township area and everyone (all ages) is welcome to 
attend. Brigden TOPS hold meetings every Tuesday night at 
the Brigden Optimist Hall. Weigh-ins are from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. Meetings are from 6:45 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. For 
more information, please call 519-864-1865. Port Lambton 
TOPS weight loss group meets every Thursday from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. the Port Lambton Community Hall. For more infor-
mation, call Margaret Ann at 519-677-5665 or just come out 
on Thursday nights. TOPS Corunna meets every Tuesday at 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church at 437 Colborne Street in 
Corunna. Weigh-in is 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. with a short meeting 
from 7 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  For more information, call Wendy 
at 519-381-5584.  

 

From page 11 

To get more information or to register for any of these programs, 
contact the Mooretown Sports Complex at 519-867-2651.  



The Beacon of St. Clair Township        August 2018             Page 13 

The Royal Canadian “1st Hussars” Army Cadet Corps Petrolia invites boys and girls ages 12-18 to learn new 
skills, marksmanship, orienteering, hiking, leadership, pipes and drum band, and teamwork, participate in many 
new challenges, make new friends and attend great summer camps, all at no cost. Cadets are not required to 
join the military. Join us today! For more information, call 519-332-6555 or visit: www.petroliacadets.com 

The following sessions are being offered at the 
Rapids Family Health Team clinic, located at the 
Shell Health Centre, 233 Cameron Street in Corun-
na. There is no charge for participation but you 
must register for each one you take. Please note 
that space is limited. If we are unable to accom-
modate you for the day of your choice, we will put 
you on a waiting list for future sessions. For more 
information, go online to: www.rapidsfhteam.ca 
or to register, call 519-813-9800 and speak to 
reception. 

Living With Diabetes 
This is a two hour session that provides a gen-

eral overview of diabetes. We will discuss some of 
the most common myths about diabetes, learn what 
“good control” is, and discuss some of the things 
you can do to manage diabetes.  The next sessions, 
led by a Registered Nurse Educator, will be held on 
Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on: Aug. 7; 
Sept. 11; Oct. 9; Nov. 6; and Dec. 4. Please note: 
a physician referral is required.  

Physician referral is required.  
Diabetes Healthy Eating and  

Keeping Active 
This is a two-hour session for people who have 

already attended our Living with Diabetes class or 
who have had past education on the basics of Dia-
betes and want more information on diet. We will 
discuss the basics of healthy eating, what types of 
food affect your blood sugar levels, reading food 
labels, when and how much to eat, and how to in-
crease your physical activity level. The next ses-
sions, led by a Registered Dietitian, will be held on 
Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on: Aug. 14; 
Sept 18; Oct. 16; Nov. 13; and Dec. 11.  

Please note: a physician referral is required.   
A Guide To Diabetes Prevention  

This is a 1.5 hour group session for those who 
want to learn about diabetes and how to prevent 
it, or for those who have been told they are at risk 
of getting diabetes. This session is led by a Regis-
tered Nurse and/or a Registered Dietitian who will 
discuss what diabetes is, risk factors for getting 
diabetes, and how to decrease blood sugar levels 
through lifestyle changes.  The next sessions will 
be held on: Friday, Aug. 24 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.; Thursday, Sept. 20 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.; Monday, Oct. 22 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m.; and Wednesday, Nov. 28 from 9:30 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. The program is open to the public and 
no physician referral is required.  

Healthy Eating and You 
Healthy Eating and You is a series of four ses-

sions lasting two hours each. The aim of this pro-
gram is to help you make permanent lifestyle 
changes. This is not a diet program. You will set 

Wanted: Motivated youth looking for rewarding challenges 

your own healthy eating and physical activity 
goals and learn how to make plans for achieving 
them. Some topics that will be discussed include: 
carbohydrates, protein and fats (good and bad); 
physical activity—what types and amounts are 
beneficial; emotional eating strategies; sensible 
portions and portion control strategies; group dis-
cussions that will help you learn from the experi-
ences of others. The next sessions are planned 
for: Friday, Sept. 14 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
and Wednesday, Nov. 7 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
This program is open to the public and no phy-
sician referral is required. 

Teaching kitchen 
Healthy cooking classes will not only help you 

build your knowledge of healthy eating, but also 
help you apply them in a friendly group setting. A 
wide range of health conditions and topics in-
clude: heart health, digestive concerns, vegetari-
an, cooking for one, increasing fruit and vegeta-
bles, high blood pressure and more. Cooking clas-
ses are open to the public and no physician re-
ferral is required. 

The next classes will be held as follows: Spice 
Makes Everything Nice, Thursday, Aug. 2, 10 a.m.
- noon; Meatless Mondays, Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
10 a.m. – noon; Meals For One, Wednesday, Oct. 
24, 10 a.m. – noon; Dining with Diabetes, 
Wednesday, Nov. 21, 10 a.m. - noon; and Healthy 
Holiday Baking, Wednesday, Dec. 12, 10 a.m. – 
noon.  

Note: Class dates, times, and location within 
Corunna is subject to change/cancelation de-
pending on number of patient registrations. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Laboratory  Serv ices  
offered  

Laboratory services at the 
clinic are available 

Monday through Friday from  
7:30 a.m. to 11:15  a.m. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
New pat ients  being  

accepted  
A family medical practice is in opera-

tion at the Shell Health Centre (Rapids 
Family Health Team), 233 Cameron 
Street, in Corunna. Applications are avail-
able by calling 519-813-9800. 



 

 The EarlyON Child and Family Centres Sarnia-Lambton is a free 
family drop-in program operated by Sombra Township Child Care Inc. 
for families with children ages 0 to 6. 

Best Start Hub - Riverview Central School  
3926 St. Clair Parkway, Port Lambton, 519-892-3151  

Hours of Operation: 
Tuesday, & Thursday: 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Best Start Hub - St. Joseph’s School, Corunna  
535 Birchbank Drive, Corunna , 519-862-5071, ext. 224  

Hours of Operation: Monday: 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday: 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

& 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Friday: 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Brigden United Church, 
2420 Jane Street, Brigden 

519-892-3151 
Hours of Operation: Friday: 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

For a complete listing of hours and parent/caregiver workshops, go 
online to:  www.ontarioearlyyears.ca . 

EarlyON Child and Family Centres 

  

 

 

Assistance for Veterans and Spouses available 
   Do you know someone who is living on the street 

or who might benefit from the “Soldier On” pro-
gram?  Are you interested in finding out if you qualify 
for assistance with problems like housekeeping, snow 

clearing, grass cutting, hearing aids or other medical 
assistance?  For information call the Royal Canadian 
Legion Corunna Branch at 519-862-1240 or the Brigden 
Branch at 519-864-1395, or Veteran Service Officer  
Shawn MacNeil at 519-383-9386.     

L e g i o n  s e r v i c e  o f f i c e r  a v a i l a b l e  
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Parkway Church  
in Corunna  
offering  
free clothing  

Parkway Church at 551 Murray Drive in 
Corunna has free clothing available for 
children and young adults. The room is 
open Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
or by appointment.  

Clothing donations are always accept-
ed. They can be dropped off in the 
church’s clothing bin at the side door or 
call 519-862-3380, ext. 21. 

From page 15 

Fall Craft and Vendor Sale planned 
A Fall Craft and Vendor Sale is planned for Saturday, Oct. 27 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Port Lambton Community Hall, 
506 Stoddard Street in Port Lambton. The sale, sponsored by 
the Port Lambton United Church, will feature the work of craft-
ers, vendor tables, and a raffle table, and lunch will be availa-
ble. Admission will be free.  

Vendors wishing to book a table can contact Betty at 519-
677-5769 or email betti@kent.net  
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From page 16 

See Still More, page 14 
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11:30 - to close - The Almost Hip 
(Tragically Hip Tribute Band) 

Saturday Aug. 4 
9 a.m. - Two-pitch tournament continues 
Beach volleyball tournament – a fundraiser to 
benefit the Sarnia Humane Society 
11 a.m. - Parade (Beckwith to Lyndoch to Cameron 
to Hill Street (Corunna Athletic Park) 
12 p.m. - Kids Zone opens (sponsored by Danbury 
Developments) 
All afternoon - Pony rides available 
12:30 - Live Action role play demonstration 
1 p.m. - Little Rays Reptile Show 
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. - Face painting by Dotsy the Clown 
2:30 p.m. - Live demonstration by Corunna Training 
Academy 
3 p.m. - music by Wild Cards  
4 p.m. - Inflatables close 
9 p.m. - 10 p.m. - The Gypsy Flats 
10:15 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. - Chain Reaction 
11:45 p.m. - to close - Dave Russell and the 
Precious Stones 

Also on Saturday 
There will be a 3-on-3 ball hockey tournament to raise 

awareness for the Canadian Mental Health Association and 
mental health, Rebound, and St. Clair Child and Youth. All 
three groups will have booths set up on-site all day. 
Sunday, Aug. 5th 

10 a.m. -1 p.m. - Semifinals and Finals of two-pitch tour-
nament 

12 p.m. - Kids Zone opens (sponsored by Danbury Devel-
opments) - Sunday admission is a canned good for the Corun-
na St. Vincent de Paul Food Bank 

1:30 p.m. - Youth Talent Show 
3:30 p.m. - Open Mic (following Talent Show) 
9 p.m. - Scott Manery and the Barnburners  
family friendly set) 
10 p.m. - Fireworks (sponsored by Riverview Family 
Dental) 
10:15 p.m. – 11:15 p.m. - Upside of Maybe 
11:30 p.m. – to close - Scott Manery and the 
Barnburners second set. 
AND to help you party responsibly, a free nightly shuttle, 

sponsored by Bad Dog Bar and Grill, will run through Corun-
na.

Thursday night, Aug 2. 
Mainstreet Credit Union presents Outdoor Movie Night- 

"The Sandlot" with special musical guests, Roundhouse. 
Friday, Aug. 3 

6 p.m.- Earl Doan co-ed two-pitch tournament begins- win-
ners receive the Patti Devereaux Memorial Trophy. 

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.- Little Miss/ Miss Teen  
Corunna Pageant 
9 p.m. -10 p.m.- Rob Jenkins and The Room 
10:15-1:15 - Breaching Vista 

See More, page 15   

If you have a non-profit or charity event or activity coming up 

in St. Clair Township, or an event that will benefit the resi-

dents of the township, don’t stress! Put your event in the spot-

light free of charge here in The Beacon. 

The deadline for Beacon submissions is the third 

Monday of each month by noon. 

E-mail: beacon@twp.stclair.on.ca 
 

Please note: Photos submitted close to the deadline may be 
held until the following issue due to lack of space. 

 

 


