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Heritage Corner
Maple Leaf Forever!
- Alexander Muir, 1867

It may not be politically correct now and you may be showing your age if
you admit to singing it at school assemblies, but the pride and the patriotism
inspired by the chorus to The Maple Leaf Forever is a fitting way to wish Happy Birthday to our iconic and immediately recognizable national flag.
Our red-and-white maple leaf flag has presided over some of the most noThis enduring image shows bronze Olympic ble, as well as some of the most heart-breaking, events our country has ever
medal high jumper and St. Clair Township resi- witnessed. Its genesis was controversial but its legacy thus far has been one
dent, Derek Drouin, proudly holding the Cana- that millions have taken solace from during times of emergency and conflict,
dian flag aloft as he savours his achievement.
and millions more have cheered for during times of achievement and victory.
On Feb. 14, 50 years will have passed since Canada officially adopted the
red maple leaf as its national flag. Today, it is one of the most recognized and respected flags and Canadian symbols in the world a tremendous source of pride, identity and national unity.
heritage and cultural identity. The rationale that Prime Minister Lester Pearson used to justify a new design was that a new flag was
oblematic for some foreign countries that did not have an amicable relationship with England.
The new flag was chosen from amongst hundreds of submitted designs, most of which featured a maple leaf somewhere in the
design. The winning design was developed by George Stanley, a Canadian civil servant and history professor. It was selected by a
House of Commons committee and presented to the house for consideration, passing by a vote of 163 to 78.
-With files from Allan Anderson

Moore Museum volunteers busy in 2014
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